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American Baptist Board of foreign Missions. 


TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


Albany, April 26, 1843. 
The Board of Managers of the Baptist General Convention for 
Foreign Missions assembled, according to appointment, in the meet- 
ing-house of the Pearl Street Baptist Church, Albany, N. Y.; Rev. 
Dr. Kendrick, one of the Vice-Presidents, in the chair. 
The following members were present :— 


Rev. NATHANIEL KENDRICK, D. D., 
FRANCIS WAYLAND, D. D., VicE-PRESIDENTS. 
“ GREENLEAF S. WEBB, 


SOLOMON PECK, Foreien SECRETARY. 
“ ROBERT E. PATTISON, D. D., Home Secretary. 
“ BARON STOW, Recorpine SECRETARY. 

Hon. HEMAN LINCOLN, 


Rev. RUFUS BABCOCK, Jr., D. D. ; 
SECRETARY OF THE pesbuneptic’ Ex Officio. 


MANAGERS. 

Rev. JOEL S. BACON, Rev. WILLIAM LEVERETT, 
A. M. BEEBEE, Esq., “JOHN PECK, 

Rev. IRAH CHASE, D. D., _'« .JOHN M. PECK 
WILLIAM COLGATE, Esq., “ AARON PERKINS, 
WILLIAM CRANE, Esq., “ CHARLES G. SOMMERS, 

Rev. WILLIAM W. EVERTS, _ « EBENEZER THRESHER, 

WILLIAM HAGUE, 8B. T. WELCH, D. D., 
« GEORGE B. IDE, «“ N. W. WILLIAMS, 
« HENRY JACKSON, « W. R. WILLIAMS, D. D. 


After singing the hymn, 
“« Jesus shall reign where’er the sun,” &c., 
prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Wayland, of Providence, R. I. 


Rev. Dr. Babcock was appointed to assist the Recording Sec- 
retary in the duties of the present session. | 
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Ministers of the gospel present, not members of the Board, were 
invited to sit with the Board, and participate in its deliberations. 
The invitation was accepted by the following brethren:— 


Rev. Horace T. Love, of the Greek Mission, Corfu, Jonian Islands. 
‘¢ Ramsay D. Potts, of the Choctaw Mission, Choctaw Nation. 


MAINE. x 
Rev. J. T. Champlin, Waterville College, Rev. Lewis Colby, Portland. 


—" 


New HampsHiReE. 


«* Joseph M. Graves, Claremont, ‘¢ Noah Hooper, Exeter. 
VERMONT. 

‘¢ Daniel Hascall, West Rutland, ss DPD. M. Crane, North Springfield. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

«« F. Bestor, Middlefield, ‘¢ Miron M. Dean, Marblehead, 

«« Adiel Harvey, Westborough, ‘s Horace Seaver, Neponset, 

«« William Crowell, Boston, «¢ John V. Ambler, Lanesborough, 

** Rollin H. Neale, ss ss §. B. Randall, Woburn, 

Robert Turnbull, Joseph Banvard, Salem, 

Robert W. Cushman, ‘¢ ‘Thomas D. Anderson, 

Nathaniel Colver, ** Moses J. Kelly, E. Longmeadow, 

Hiram A. Graves, Joseph W. Eaton, Canton, 

Thomas Driver, Lynn, Aaron Haynes, Southborough, 

*s Henry J. Ripley, Newton Centre, ‘¢ William Lamson, Gloucester, 

*«¢ Thomas F. Caldicott, Roxbury, ‘« Henry K. Green, Charlestown, 

«« E. G. Sears, Sharon, ‘¢ John Higby, Sandisfield. 


Alexander Bush, Tyringham, 


Ruope 


‘«« David Benedict, Pawtucket, *¢ John Dowling, Providence. 

Thomas 8. Rogers, 
ConNECTICUT. 

Addison Parker, Stamford, Erastus Denison, Portersville, 

«« Thomas C. Teasdale, New Haven, ‘* James J. Woolsey, Norwalk, 

ss A. B. Hubbard, Norfolk, *¢ Dwight Ives, Suffield, 

«« Andrew Hopper, Southington, «« B. Cook, Jewett City. 


Edward Savage, Bristol, 


New Yorx. 


Benjamin M. Hill, New York ys “6 
Jacob H. Brouner, ss “ 


L. Dennis, Hamilton, 
Jacob Knapp, 


§. A. Corey, 'T. J. Conant, 
Alonzo Wheelock, ‘* Stephen Jones, Athens,Greene Co., 
Archibald Maclay, D. D., Stephen Wilkins, Albany, 
John Cookson, $s James M. Coley, 
Elisha Tucker, ss C, W. Watrous, 66 
Tra M. Allen, se William C. Child, Westerlo, 
Cyrenius M. Fuller, Pike, Al- J. O. Mason, Fort Ann, 
leghany Co., ss J. W. Taggart, Syracuse, 
«¢ DPD. Robinson, Vernon, Oneida Co., ‘© Jirah D. Cole, Ithaca, 
ss Levi Tucker, Buffalo, ‘s J. Cole, Carmel, [ington Co., 
ss Moses Field, Canaan, ‘«s H. F. Baldwin, Hartford, Wash- 
«¢ John Smitzer, Fayetteville, ‘¢ Norman Fox, Ballston Spa., 
Simon Fletcher, Hill, William B. Curtis, 
« §. Gale, s* John Goadby, Burnt Hills, Sara- 


Silas Bailey, 


toga Co., 
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Rev. George W. Harris, Kinderhook, Rev. L. C. Bates, Richmondville, 
«¢ Lewis Leonard, Cazenovia, ‘s F, S. Parke, Clifton Park, 
William Clarke, ss J. W. Green, 
«< Jesse Elliott, Wyoming, ‘© C. H. Hosken, West Troy, 
«¢ Leland Howard, Norwich, ss E. E. L. Taylor, Brooklyn, 
«¢ Chas. Clark, Lowville, Lewis Co., ‘¢ Reuben Winegar, Rensselaerville, 
D. G. Corey, Utica, L. O. Lovell, Troy, 
ss Haynes, * ‘¢ John Duncan, Johnstown, 
«¢ James M. Stickney, Greenville, ‘¢ Lewis Raymond, Cooperstown, 
«¢ QO. H. Capron, West Milton, ‘¢ William E. Locke, Trumansburg, 
«s R. J. Smith, Lansingburg, ‘¢ James Delany, Kingsbury, 
*¢ Philip Roberts, Jr., Salt Point, ‘«¢ J. W. Gibbs, Amsterdam, 
Dutchess Co., ‘¢ Daniel Dye, Warren, Herkimer 
«¢ A. Kingsbury, West Winfield, Co., 


«¢ L. Salisbury, Broadalbin, Fulton ‘¢ Pharcellus Church, Rochester, 


Co., ‘¢ Leroy Church, Schenectady, 
‘¢ William Arthur, Greenwich, ‘s A. Smith, Ameniaville, Dutchess 
s« 'T’. Murray, Coxsackie, Greene Co., Co. 
Henry L. Gros, 

New JEeRseEyY. 
«¢ James E. Welch, Burlington, ‘* Joseph B. Breed, Rahway, 
«« E. M. Barker, Samptown, «© J. G. Collom, Pemberton. 
«¢ William Symm, Newark, 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

«« John S. Jenkins, Coatsville, Ches- «« A. D. Gillette, Philadelphia, 

ter Co., Jonathan Aldrich, 

Ouro. 


Rey. O. N. Sage, Granville. 


ILLINOIs. 
Rev. Benjamin F. Brabrook, Upper Alton. 


The Treasurer read an abstract of his Annual Report, showing, 
that from all sources, the receipts of the year ending April 1, 
1843, were $59,151 06, 
and the expenditures, 67,738 43. 

On motion of William Crane, Esq., of Baltimore, seconded by 
A. M. Beebee, Esq., of Utica, 

Voted, That the Treasurer’s Report, an abstract of which has 
now been read, be accepted, and published under the direction of 
the Acting Board. 

The Foreign Secretary read portions of the Annual Report of the 
Acting Board. 

On motion of Rev. John Peck, of Cazenovia, N. Y., seconded by 
Rev. Charles G. Sommers, of New York city, 

Voted, That the Report, an abstract of which has now been read, 
be accepted, and published under the direction of the Acting Board. 

The Home Secretary read a paper which he had prepared, show- 
ing some of the reasons why the amount of funds contributed the 
last year to the Treasury of the Board, was so limited. This 
paper was referred to a Committee consisting of Messrs. G. S. 
Webb, W. Colgate, and H. Jackson. 

Messrs. W. Colgate, A. M. Beebee, and H. Lincoln were ap- 
pointed a Committee to nominate the Acting Board for the ensuing 
year. 
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Messrs. F. Wayland, G. B. Ide, and C. G. Sommers were ap- 

ointed a Committee on the subject of Increased Efforts for the 
ducation of Native Teachers and Preachers. 

Messrs. B. T. Welch, I. Chase, and W. R. Williams were ap- 
pointed a Committee on the Reinforcement of the Missions of the 
Board. 

The following resolutions, offered by Dr. Wayland, and seconded 
by Hon. Heman Lincoln, were unanimously adopted:— 

Resolved, That this Board entertain a grateful appreciation of the 
faithful and able services of the Rev. Lucius Bolles, D. D., who has 
for seventeen years filled the office of Corresponding Secretary of 
the Board, and deeply regret that ill health has obliged him to retire 
from the active duties of his station; and that they hereby tender to 
him their fraternal sympathy. 

Resolved, That the Acting Board be instructed to allow to Dr. 
Bolles such a sum as they may think proper, as a compensation for 
such services as his health may enable him to render. 

Resolved, That the Recording Secretary be instructed to com- 
municate a copy of these resolutions to Dr. Bolles. 

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Prayer was offered 
by Rev. Ramsay D. Potts, of the Choctaw Mission. 


In the evening, the annual discourse was delivered, according to 
appointment, by Rev. Pharcellus Church, of Rochester, N. Y., 
from Col. i. 29—‘* Whereunto I also labor, striving according to his 
working, which worketh in me mightily.”’ Prayers were offered by 
Rev. Henry J. Ripley, of Newton Theological Institution, and Rev. 
Dr. Welch, of Albany. 


April 27, 9 o’clock, A. M. 


The Board met agreeably to adjournment. Prayer was offered 
by Rev. Henry Jackson, of New Bedford, Mass. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The Committee appointed to nominate the Acting Board reported, 
and their report was accepted. The following persons were then 
duly elected as members of the Acting Board for the ensuing 
year 


Rev. Daniet Suarp, D.D., President. 


Rey. Francis D.D., 
Hon. Ricuarp FLercuer, Vice-Presidents. 


Rev. Lucius Bottes, D.D., 
Soromon Peck, Cor. Secretaries. 
Rosert E. Partison, D.D., 


‘* Baron Stow, Recording Secretary. 
Hon. Heman Lincotn, Treasurer. 


Managers. 
Rev. Joet S. Bacon, Rev. Barnas Sears, D.D., 
‘© Tran Cnase, D.D., EBENEZER THRESHER, 
Hacue, W. Witiiams. 


Leverett, 
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The Committee on the Education of Native Teachers and 


Preachers reported, and the report was accepted, and the reso- 
lutions appended were adopted. 


The Committee to whom was referred the subject of Mission Schools among the 
Heathen, ask leave to submit the following report : 

The progress of the missionary enterprize seems to have taught us, that two ob- 
jects are to be held steadily in mind, in our efforts to evangelize the world. The 
first of these, is, to proclaim the gospel of Christ to the men of the present genera- 
tion. For this purpose, we send to heathen nations the living teacher, who holds 
forth to them the word of life, who translates into their languages the Holy 
Scriptures, and teaches them to read the volume of eternal truth. When this is 
done, a great work has been effected, and the means of salvation will have been 
placed within the reach of multitudes who are perishing. 

But, if nothing more than this be done, no permanent result can reasonably be 
anticipated. ‘The heathen among whom we labor are generally in a condition of 
painful intellectual imbecility. ‘The converts are surrounded by men weak like 
themselves, and also superstitious, idolatrous, and vicious. Having accomplished 
this preparatory work, were we then to leave them to themselves, the light of 
Christianity would soon become dim, if it were not ultimately extinguished. Or, 
on the other hand, if we continue our labors with no end in view but the preaching 
to them the gospel, we must supply them entirely with pastors from our own coun- 
try, a course which would be manifestly impracticable. It is, therefore, obvious, 
that we must, in the progress of our work, have regard to another object ; that of 
enabling the churches to sustain themselves in existence, and carry to completion 
the work which we have commenced ; in other words, we must labor to render the 
gospel permanent among the people for whose good we labor, by the use of the 
press and by raising up a native ministry. 

In order to accomplish this result, several means must be employed. In the first 
place, Christian converts must be taught to read ; their children and the children of 
others must be instructed to as wide an extent as circumstances will permit. This 
is obviously necessary in order to render them accessible to the influence of the 
press. Until they be thus far educated, our bibles and tracts are, to them, abso- 
lutely useless. But more than this. As we have said, the gospel must be preach- 
ed to them either by their own countrymen or by Americans. We cannot supply 
nations with preachers, nor is it desirable that we should. Christian converts of 
every nation were intended to bear the gospel to their brethren. But how can they 
do this without instruction? The grace of God has found a place in their hearts. 
They may be able in an imperfect manner to read the bible. But their minds are 
yet darkened. They know bat little of the plan of salvation, and still less of the 
system of practical duties which the gospel enjoins. The men whom we send out 
to preach must themselves be taught, or else a most imperfect type of Christianity 
must be propagated among the nations, and they would, in the end, in all probabil- 
ity, relapse into heathenism. So fully is Mr. Mason, your missionary to the Ka- 
rens,—a people who had no written language until our missionaries commenced 
their labors with them, and in this respect unlike our other oriental missions,—im- 
pressed with this subject, that he has suspended the translation of the scriptures, 
to which he was specially designated, declaring that it would be of comparatively 
little use to distribute the bible among the people unless they were able to read it, 
and until there existed a class of qualified men to explain it. With these views, he 
has devoted himself to the work of instructing the assistants. 

These remarks apply in an especial manner to the Karens at the present mo- 
ment. They are, very generally, prepared to receive the gospel. They are, like 
other heathen, weak in intellect, superstitious, and sensual. The national mind 
must be elevated through the medium of the press. They must, therefore, be 
taught to read, and their teachers must be taught by missionaries. ‘They must be 
supplied with native preachers, who, throughout the whole year, can remain among 
them, gather them into churches and villages, and preach to them the word of life. 
But these preachers must be themselves instructed. We must, in our labors among 
them, have special respect to the injunction of the Apostle, ** Lay hands suddenly 
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on no man.’’ Our brethren, newly converted from paganism, must be tested, their 
faults corrected, their ignorance dispelled, their principles established, before they 
can judiciously be sent away beyond the reach of our immediate influence to labor 
among their brethren. 

It is the opinion of your Committee that the time long since arrived, when these 
efforts should have been commenced on an extensive scale among the Karens, 
They have been delayed, thus far, on account of the deficiency of our funds. It is 
evident, however, that they can be delayed no longer, unless we mean to abandon 
this field altogether. Already our missions there are at a stand for the want of na- 
tive preachers, and we have no means in operation by which the converts can be 
rendered available for this work. ‘The present is the harvest season for the Karens, 
and if we neglect to improve it, we must answer for our sin at the judgment seat 
of Christ. 

In the opinion of your Committee, it is, therefore, the duty of the Board to or- 
ganize immediately the most efficient measures for the establishment of schools 
among the Karens ; and specially to employ all necessary means to establish one 
or more theological schools among that people, for the purpose of educating those 
native converts who seem designated by the Spirit of God to be preachers of Christ 
to their brethren. They, therefore, ask leave to submit the following resolutions. 

1. Resolved, That the Acting Board be instructed to direct special attention to 
the work of diffusing among the Karens the blessings of education. 

2. Resolved, That immediate measures be taken to furnish the native assist- 
ants among that people with such theological education as will enable them most 
successfully to preach the gospel among their brethren. 


F. WayLanp, Chairman. 


The Committee on the Reinforcement of the Missions reported, 
and the report was accepted, and the resolutions subjoined were 
adopted. While these resolutions were under consideration, inter- 
esting statements were made by Rey. R. D. Potts, a missionary la- 
borer among the Choctaws, and Rev. J. S. Bacon, who had recently 
returned from a visit to the mission stations in the Indian territory, 
undertaken at the request of the Acting Board. Addresses were 
also made by Rev. Messrs. W. W. Everts, D. Ives, R. Turnbull, 
H. T. Love, of the Greek Mission, and T. C. Teasdale. 


The Committee to whom was referred the subject of reinforcing the missions, 
would invite attention to those touching appeals of our missionaries, which are pre- 
sented at the close of the last Annual Report of the Board, in connexion with those 
embodied in the Report of the present year. The facts there stated, still remain in 
all their force. They should be read again, and again, by every one who has that 
Report. They have been exhibited distinctly to our view. It has been solemnly 
announced to us, and to the churches, that almost every one of our missions is 
needing a reinforcement ; that some of them have been waiting for it in vain for 
years ; and that, unless help arise speedily, some of the stations must be vacated 
by piema. re exhaustion, disease, and death. 

We have known the wants of our far distant brethren, who were ready to be 
disheartened, and to faint, and be crushed under their labors. Their cry for help 
has been sounding continually in our ears; and yet the whole year has passed 
away without our sending forth any reinforcement, except a few individuals to 
some of the Indian stations in the West, and one solitary individual to China. We 
are in want both of suitable men and of adequate funds. But your Committee are 
decidedly of the opinion, that it would be wrong to abandon any of the missions, or 
even to cherish the thought of it fora moment. ‘To draw back from the holy and 
blessed, though arduous work which we have undertaken, we doubt not, would be 
as disastrous, both at home and abroad, as it would be sinful in the sight of Him 
who has said, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
The promises of the Savior forbid our desponding. Our duty to Him who died for 
us ; our duty to our own souls ; our duty to our missionary brethren ; our duty to 
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the converts that God has already given us in lands of superstition and of heathen- 
jsm ; our duty to the millions of the human family perishing in sin ;—facts from 
which we cannot escape,—considerations the most impressive and overwhelming, 
whether we contemplate the world as it now is, or look forward to eternity ;—re- 
quire us to respond, worthily and promptly, to the cry of our brethren. 

We, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following resolutions :— 

1. Resolved, That, in view of our want of suitable men for the various mission- 
ary fields, we will lay to heart our dependence on the Lord of the harvest, and en- 
treat him, more fervently than ever, to send forth laborers. 

2. Resolved, That, in view of our want of adequate funds, we will also lay to 
heart our dependence on Him who has bestowed upon us all that we possess, and 
earnestly implore Him to prepare us, and others, for the happiness of those who 
shall, at the last, be found to have been faithful stewards. 

3. Resolved, That, while we will thus, with special humiliation and prayer, at 
the monthly concert, and at other times, recognize the source of all our strength, 
_we will gird ourselves anew, in our respective spheres, to use the means which God 


has ordained for meeting the present exigencies of the missions, and for evangelizing 
the world. 


Respectfully submitted, 


B. T. 


Iran CHASE, Committee. 
R. WiLuiaMs, 


Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P.M. Prayer was offered by Rev. 
Dwight Ives, of Suffield, Con. 


Three o’clock, P. M. 


The Board met agreeably to adjournment. Prayer was offered 
by Rev. John Smitzer, of Fayetteville, N. Y. 

The Treasurer made a statement of the moneys received by him 
during the present session, amounting to about $5000. 

The Committee to whom was referred the paper of the Home 
Secretary reported, and the report was accepted. 


The Committee to whom was referred the document read by the Home Secre- 
tary, report : 

That it be referred to the Acting Board, with instructions that it be published, in 
any manner that in their judgment will best subserve the success of Missions. 


Respectfully submitted, 
G. S. Wees, Chairman. 


[The following is the paper read by the Home Secretary.] 


ON THE CAUSES OF THE PRESENT DEFICIENCY OF THE FUNDS OF 
THE CONVENTION. 


From the tenor of the Annual Report of the doings of the Acting Board and of 
the condition of the various missions, all must have been impressed with the idea, 
that the present is a critical moment in the history of the Convention. There is a 
crisis both at home and abroad. 

When a new field is first entered, though the fact of being surrounded by a na- 
tion of perishing heathen painfully affects the minds of the missionaries, leading them 
to intercede for an increase of laborers, yet it presents no such demand as this same 
field does after this little band have made some progress in translating the word of 
God, and in the organization of native churches, and the process of transition from 
heathenism to Christianity has begun. ‘Though a husbandman may sow somewhat 
leisurely, yet when the fields are white for the harvest, he becomes urgent, and the 
reapers are pressed to gather it in. Such precisely is the condition of several of the 
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stations of this Board. Most of them have long seriously suffered from the want of 
more missionaries, and a more liberal supply of pecuniary means. While one or 
two are in jeopardy of being broken up, their continuance being suspended on the 
uncertainty of a single missionary’s life, others are feeble for the want of a more 
extensive system of education. The destiny of the Karen Mission is to be decided 
by the fact of the Board’s enlarging, or not, the present system of education in that 
country. The divine blessing on the limited means employed among the Karens, 
is almost without a parallel in the history of missions. Our present efforts, how- 
ever, to evangelize that people, are like exploding gunpowder on the surface of a 
rock. The charge needs a deeper insertion. A more general education of the 
rising generation is important ; but the education of the native assistants is indis- 
pensable. ‘This cannot be done with the present receipts of the treasury. The 
Board would, long ago, have greatly augmented the schools in that interesting field, 
had they been supplied by the churches with the requisite means. 

The treasury is now encumbered with a debt of nearly $20,000. Ten thousand 
dollars above last year’s expenditures, is the least sum that can effect, in any de- 
gree, the object which seems to the Board to be indispensable. To pay off the 
debt, therefore, and to meet this exigency in the condition of the missions, $30,000 
must be raised this year above the last. That is, $80,000 is the least sum that 
will meet the exigency. 

The question arises, Can this be raised? We reply without a misgiving, 1T 
can. That it will be, is not certain. There is, however, no insurmountable 
obstacle. 

Three reasons are assigned in the Report, why no more has been raised during 
the past year ; scarcity of money,—want of missionary zeal,—and want of codpe- 
ration on the part of the ministry. 

1. As to the first, it is easy to show that it is not a valid excuse. For several 
congregations, on whom the embarrassments of the times have weighed as heavily 
as on any others, have increased their contributions. This has been done without 
apparently affecting their comforts. They are happy in having done so. Had sim- 
ilar efforts been made in other congregations, the results would have been the same. 

Another proof that the present pecuniary embarrassments are not a serious ob- 
stacle to raising the requisite funds, is, that only a small portion of the members of 


the churches, much less of the congregations connected with them, are solicited to 


contribute. ‘There are tens of thousands of church members who are never asked 
to help forward this benevolent enterprise. Were the codperation of this remaining 
portion of the people secured, without the present contributors increasing their 
efforts, the sum needed would be raised. There are single States, the Baptist 
congregations, yea, the Baptist church members in which, could raise $80,000 
from year to year, and send it out of the country, without producing a perceptible 
impression on their comforts or mode of living. Of this there cannot be a question. 
It is not because money is scarce, that so little is done to send the gospel to the 
heathen. 

2. The second reason assigned why so little is contributed, is a want of interest 
in the subject of missions. There is a general insensibility in regard to the conver- 
sion of the heathen, which it is very difficult to overcome ; but which must be 
overcome before any thing important in the cause of missions can be accomplished 
by this Convention. 

This insensibility is betrayed in various ways. 

First, in the limited demand for missionary information. There are less than 
5000 of the Missionary Magazine demanded to satisfy the inquiries of nearly half a 
million of reading church members. If there were a thirst for missionary informa- 
tion, this demand would be vastly greater. There are only a little more than 
20,000 of the Macedonian asked for. Were there a spirit of missionary inquiry, 
there would have been circulated of this little sheet before this time 60,000 or 
70,000. ‘There are in the libraries of the ministers but few works on missionary 
subjects, while such are rarely to be seen in the libraries of laymen. Were the 
people interested in the cause of missions, these works would be eagerly sought 
after and read. All this shows where the hearts of the people are. The salvation 
of the heathen is not a subject which interests the public mind. 
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Besides this, even in those cases where there is pervading the church a deep re- 
ligious feeling, when the members appear to be solemnly impressed with the mo- 
mentous truths of the gospel and to be laboring for the advancement of Christ’s 
kingdom, there is an almost total neglect of the claims of the unevangelized nations. 
Their anxiety, prayers, and labors, are circumscribed by their own congregations, 
or their immediate vicinity. ‘This is seen in the fact that congregations who intend 
to make an annual collection for Foreign Missions, frequently forget it. Or, if it be 
a time of special religious interest in the congregation, the church, instead of avail- 
ing themselves of it as a favorable season for the heathen, deliberately postpone the 
collection till the revival shall have subsided. It is often difficult for an agent to se- 
cure the pulpit to preach a discourse en missions, lest it shall divert the minds of the 
people from themselves. Now, while this is a mistake so far as the spiritual inter- 
ests of the congregation itself are concerned, it clearly shows that the fact, that 
whole nations of heathen are passing to the retributions of eternity unprepared, 
does not seriously impress them. Their duty to the heathen is one of convenience, 
not of necessity. This is true of sincere Christians, and of very pious and valuable 
ministers. ‘l’o awaken, therefore, in the public mind sympathy for those who are 
without God and without hope, is the first thing to be done. No permanent in- 
crease of funds can be expected till this change is effected. And Baptists need to 
be quickened by the energies of the Divine Spirit, till a missionary zeal as holy as 
that which brought the Son of God from heaven to earth, shall glow in every heart. 

3. The delicacy of treating of the third evil to which reference has been made, 
is equalled only by the importance of its being remedied. We are not of those 
who would censure brethren who are toiling with us in a common cause, and bear- 
ing equally, it is believed, the burthen which is inseparable from the faithful exer- 
cise of the duties of the Christian ministry. While it is a painful fact that pastors 
generally are not putting forth that influence which they might exert, and which 
they must before the cause of missions can rise among us as it ought, yet there are 
several reasons for this, which are somewhat peculiar to our own denomination. 

1. Many of our brethren in the ministry are unable, on account of their limited 
salaries, to set an example to their flocks in giving. ‘Their own contributions are, 
necessarily, small, and thus they have not confidence to press home upon the peo- 
ple of their charge the duty of liberality. 

2. The poverty of many ministers prevents them, also, from procuring a mis- 
sionary library. They find it difficult to command the necessary works that are 
strictly theological in their character. This is true of many of our most active and 
useful brethren, and must continue to be so, till a more competent support is given 
them by the churches. 

3. A very large proportion of the pastors of Baptist churches in this country, 
are young men, and, on this account, want confidence to put forth a controlling in- 
fluence in behalf of objects not directly connected with the edification of the church- 
es to which they minister, 

4, The ministry is in an unsettled state. A large portion of the churches re- 
tain a pastor so short a time, that ifa system for collecting funds be adopted by one, 
it fuils to be carried out by his successor. 

5. It must, also, be admitted, that the pastors of Baptist churches have, fre- 
quently, a very laborious service to perform on account of the newness of their so- 
cieties. The multiplication of new and flourishing congregations in our denomina- 
tion creates a demand both for a great amount and a peculiar kind of ministerial 
service, the tendency of which is to draw off the attention of pastors from all for- 
eign claims. New houses of worship are to be erected, a congregation is to be 
gathered in from the ‘** world,’’? and a church, most of whom are ignorant of doc- 
trines and Christian duties, are to be educated by pastoral instruction and watch- 
care. All this is not only laborious, but engrossing. And many of these things 
are peculiar to the Baptist denomination in this country, and are some of the rea- 
sons why so little is done in behalf of Foreign Missions. 

It is our object, however, to show that they form no valid excuse why we do so 
little. It may be an excuse for not contributing so much as the patrons of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, or those of the London, 
the Church, or the Wesleyan Missionary Societies of England. We may not be 
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able to contribute for Foreign Missions $500,000, or even $300,000 a year ; but 
we can, and ought, to do vastly more than we are doing. We might, with the ut- 
most ease, raise for the current year $100,000 ; which sum might be gradually 
augmented with the growth of the denomination and their freedom from the embar- 
rassments alluded to. 

Nothing is now wanting, even with the present financial condition of the country, 
and the lamentable deficiency of zeal in the cause among the people generally, but 
for the pastors to direct their efforts to the enterprise as a part of their ministerial 
duty. ‘There is the fullest evidence that the people, in some cases, are in advance, 
of the ministry on the subject of supporting missions. ‘The people have a mind to 
work ; and, to be led forward, only need that proper measures be adopted to draw 
forth and gather up their charities. Where there is not a missionary spirit existing, 
there is frequently a religious susceptibility. Had the condition and wants of the 
heathen been plainly laid before the hundreds of congregations on which God, during 
the past year, has been pouring out his spirit, can it be doubted that there would 
have been a replenished treasury? It is unreasonable to suppose that Christians, 
who have been in agony for a few unconverted friends at home, would have had no 
sympathy for the millions of their fellow-men, as immortal as themselves, who, in 
pagan darkness, are crowding the gates of the second death. Had pastors only 
seized upon the occasion to have opened the channel, their compassion, prayers, 
and contributions, would all have flowed to the ends of the earth. ‘T’o this the Jove 
of Christ would have constrained them. 

It will not be inferred, from these remarks, that any one supposes a fresh burthen 
should be imposed on the pastors of churches. The amount of labor already per- 
formed by them, is, probably, as great as they can sustain, or as would be profitable 
for the churches themselves. The only change suggested, is in the direction of 
these labors. The heathen ought not to be neglected. And pastors will allow us 
respectfully to suggest that the claims of the heathen may be so met, as not to in- 
terfere with, but to promote the interests of their own congregations. As Christ 
has made it one of the specified duties of a Christian church to preach the gospel to 
every creature, there is but a partial development of the Christian character of that 
church when this duty is neglected. Here, withholding tendeth to poverty. The 
temporal prospects of a society are not impaired by a judicious liberality, while the 
character of its piety is greatly elevated. 

Above all, the heathen without the gospel must be lost. It is, therefore, cruel 
in us to withhold it. We cannot withhold it and be guiltless. Christ has made it 
as much the duty of a pastor to adopt all suitable measures to induce the people of 
his charge to supply their proportion of means, according as the Lord hath prosper- 
ed them, fur sending the word of life to the heathen, as he has to preach the gospel 
with diligence and in its purity to his own flock. Pastors may not be at liberty to 
urge congregations, in moderate circumstances, to found hospitals or endow universi- 
ties for purposes of general education, however valuable such institutions are. They 
are, however, under obligation to see that every mite, even the poor widow’s, in 
their congregations, be gathered into the treasury of the Lord, provided it belongs 
there. ‘This is required by the most solemn considerations,—by the otherwise 
hopeless condition of the heathen,—by the true interests of the church at home,— 
and by our own peace in that day when we shall be called to give an account of our 
stewardships. 


The following preamble and resolution, offered by Rev. Mr. 
Hague, and seconded by Rev. Mr. Everts, were adopted: 

Whereas it appears to have been extensively understood that by 
certain transactions at Baltimore, during the last session of the Con- 
vention, the neutral attitude of the Board in relation to slavery was 
changed, therefore, 


Resolved, That the Circular issued by the Acting Board in the 
year 1840, asserting their neutrality on all subjects not immediately 
connected with the great work to which they were specially appoint- 
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ed, be reissued and printed with the Report of this year, as expres- 
sive of the sentiments and position of the present Board.* 

On motion by the Foreign Secretary, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be tendered to the Pearl 
Street, and the other Baptist churches in this city, for the very hos- 
pitable manner in which the members and visiting brethren have 
been kindly entertained during the present session. 

On motion by Rev. Dr. Welch, it was 

Resolved, That the Acting Board be requested to prepare and 
present to the churches at the earliest practicable period, a state- 
ment of the relative necessities of our respective missions; and to 
devise and recommend for the adoption of the churches some gen- 
eral system of finance and collection, with a view of concentrating, 
more generally and efficiently, the liberality and resources of the 
denomination upon the important object of their reinforcement. 

Resolved, That the revision and publication of the journal be re- 
ferred to the Acting Board. 

Adjourned sine die. Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Kendrick. 


Baron Stow, 
Recording Secretary. 


In the evening, a public meeting was held, and addresses made 
by Rev. Messrs. J. S. Bacon, upon Indian Missions; T. J. Conant, 
upon the German and Danish Mission; and H. T. Love, upon the 
Greek Mission. Rev. Dr. Welch made an appeal in behalf of the 
treasury of the Board. 


The Eleventh Triennial Convention will hold its sessions in the meeting- 
house of the First Baptist Church, Philadelphia, commencing on the last 
Wednesday in April, 1844. Introductory discourse, at 10 o’clock, A. M., by 
Rey. Samuet Lynn, D. D., of Cincinnati; Rev. Barnas Sears, D. D., of 
Massachusetts, his alternate. 


* Appendix A. 
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TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


Presented at Albany, New York, April 26, 1843. 


Mr. PRESIDENT, 


By the merciful providence of God we are required to note 
the death of only one of our associate laborers, a native preacher, 
during the past year. Alexis Moutel, of the Mission to France, 
entered into his rest, ‘‘ joyous and triumphant,”? Feb. 1. Of our 
other fellow-laborers, so far as is known to us, not one has fallen, at 
home or abroad ; a peculiarity in the history of the Board as de- 
serving of grateful acknowledgment as it is unprecedented. 

Visitations of disease, thus tempered with mercy, have, neverthe- 
less, been numerous, and, in some instances, severe. Mr. Con- 
stantine, late of the Bassa Mission, has been compelled to retire 
from missionary service by protracted illness ; Mr. Love, from like 
cause, has also returned to this country for a season ; and Mr. Kin- 
caid is daily expected.* Other missionaries have been under the 
necessity of suspending their labors during a part of the year. 
The health of Mr. Dean having long been impaired by his resi- 
dence at Bangkok, he has removed to Hongkong, China. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


THE ACTING BOARD. 


No material change has occurred in the Acting Board the.last 
year, if we except the relations of the senior Corresponding Secre- 
tary ; who, on the first of October, relinquished his salary thence: 
forward, on account of his continued ill health. The Board, in ac- 
cepting the proposition of Dr. Bolles, took occasion to express their 
sympathy in his severe affliction, their sense of the exemplary judi- 
ciousness and fidelity with which he had fulfilled the duties of his 
office for more than sixteen years, and their regret that they could 
not continue to him a portion, at least, of the salary, in view of 
former services, and the imperfect compensation with which for 
several years they had been requited. 


* Mr. K. arrived at N. York via Liverpool, April 30. 
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MISSIONARIES AND MISSIONS. 


At the last annual meeting it was recommended by the Board to 
consider the expediency of re-appointing Rev. Isaac McCoy, for 
one year, at some particular station among the Western Indians. A 
correspondence was accordingly opened with Mr. McCoy, but he 
declined the proposed engagement. 

The Rev. Ramsay D. Potts, preacher and school-teacher in the 
Choctaw Mission, has been received into full connexion with the 
Board, as contemplated in our last Report. 

The following persons have accepted appointments, and have 
commenced, or will soon enter upon their labors. 


To the Cherokee Mission—Thomas Frye, Willard P. Upham, 
Miss Elizabeth 8S. Morse, Miss 
Sarah Hale Hibbard, school- 
teachers ; Hervey Upham, print- 
er; Lewis Downing, native 
preacher : 


Miss Jane Kelly, school-teacher : 
Ojibwa ‘¢ Miss Harriet H. Morse,  school- 
teacher : 
‘¢ German (Denmark), Adolph Meenster, native 
| preacher : 


(Norway), Enoch Swee, colporteur : 
‘¢ Bassa Kong Koba, native assistant : 
besides native assistants in Asia. 


The Board have also appointed to the Greek Mission, Miss S. 
Emily Waldo, school-teacher ; and to the Maulmain Mission, (Ka- 
ren Dep’t.), Edwin B. Bullard, preacher ; and Mrs. Ellen H. Bul- 
lard ; who are expected to leave for their respective destinations at 
the earliest favorable opportunity. Dr. D. J. Macgowan, who was 
appointed in 1841, left for Hongkong, China, in November. Oth- 
ers have been invited into the missionary service, but have refused ; 
and with others still, who are expected to enter it, the connexion 
is not matured. 

The following persons have retired from their connexion with the 
Board, on account of sickness or other sufficient cause. 


From the Ojibwa Mission—Charles D. Foster, school-teacher : 
Otbe Ambler Edson, preacher and school- 
teacher ; Mrs. Edson : 
Shawanoe J. Lykins, preacher; Mrs. Lykins ; 
Miss A. Webster, school-teacher ; 
Andrew Fuller, native assistant : 
‘¢ Cherokee ‘° Beaver Carrier, native preacher : 
‘¢ Bassa A. A. Constantine, preacher ; and 
Mrs. Constantine ; exclusive of native assistants in the Asiatic Mis- 
sions. 
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The expediency of separation from the Board has also been sug- 
gested to R. Simerwell, of the Putawatomie station, in pursuance of 
the recommendation at the last annual meeting, ‘‘ that whenever 
the direct missionary labors of a missionary cease, by resignation or 

otherwise, the connexion be officially dissolved.” 

Information having been received by the Acting Board that the 
Corresponding Secretary of the Provisional Foreign Mission Com- 
mittee of the American Baptist Anti-Slavery Convention had ad- 
dressed a letter to more or less of the missionaries, of a very objec- 
tionable character, the Foreign Secretary was instructed to inquire 
of the Secretary as to the fact, and to request a copy of said com- 
munication, as also the names of the missionaries to whom it had 
been sent. It was also directed that a communication be forwarded 
to the missionaries, of such a character as the letter, sent by the 
Provisional Foreign Mission Committee, might seem to require ; 
which was accordingly done.* 

A letter from the Corresponding Secretary of the American In- 
dian Mission Association, the Rev. Isaac McCoy, notifying the or- 
ganization of said Society, and asking, ‘‘ would it not be productive 
of a greater amount of good to the various Indian tribes, west of the 
Mississippi, among which we have mission stations, for you to con- 
template the ultimate transfer, on such principles of equity as may 
be mutually agreed on, of the duty of originating and sustaining mis- 
sions among American Indians, to us ?’”—was presented to the 
Board in November ; whereupon it was resolved, ‘* That the Home 
Secretary express to the Board of the American Indian Mission 
Association their kind and fraternal feelings, and their desire that 
God will make them a blessing to those in whose behalf they labor ; 
but that they do not feel competent to take any measures for the 
transfer to which reference is made.” 

Notices of other particulars, affecting the missions, are embodied 
respectively in the accounts of the missions. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


The circulation of the Missionary Magazine has slightly diminished 
during the year. ‘The present number published, is a fraction less 
than 5000 copies, 950 of which are distributed gratuitously. Mea- 
sures have recently been adopted, by which it is hoped that the cir- 
culation of this valuable missionary periodical will be extended. 
Until it is more universally read by the ministry, and Christians 
generally, a hearty and extensive codperation of the churches with 
the Convention cannot reasonably be expected. 

The Acting Board has, during the year, published a missionary 
sheet, called the Macedonian, which has, thus far, met with very 
general approbation. Its present subscription list, however, has 
risen only a little above 20,000. There are hundreds of churches, 
even in New England, who have not ordered a single copy. 


* Appendix B. 
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Of the last Annual Report, besides its publication as usual in the 
Missionary Magazine, 1000 copies were printed for gratuitous cir- 
culation. 


AGENCIES. 


The following agents have been in the service of the Board. 

1. Rev. Alfred Bennett ; for the entire year. Mr. Bennett’s 
time has been chiefly spent in the States of New York and Ken- 

tucky ; having visited also the State of Michigan, and some of the 


principal places in Pennsylvania and Ohio, in the vicinity of Lake 


Erie. 

2. Rev. Joseph B. Brown; for the entire year. Mr. Brown 
has labored in the State of Rhode Island, in the western parts of 
the States of Massachusetts and Connecticut ; and within the limits 
of the Old Colony and ‘Taunton Associations, in Massachusetts. 

3. Rev. Silas Bailey. Mr. Bailey is laboring in the State of 
New York. He entered upon his agency the 1st of December last. 

4. Prof. John Stevens, late of Granville College, O., has ac- 
cepted an agency for the States of Ohio and Indiana. He having 
but recently entered upon his agency, no report of his labors has 
been received by the Board. 

5. Rev. S. W. Clark received an appointment to labor three 
months in the State of Ohio. As only a part of the time has ex- 
pired, no report has’ been received. 

6. Rev. B. F. Brabrook has accepted an appointment to labor 
as agent in the States of Illinois and Missouri, &c. Mr. Brabrook 
expected to engage in this service in November last, but has been 
detained by domestic affliction. He is now on his way to his field 
of labor. 

7. Rev. Lucian Hayden, in July last, accepted an agency for 
the State of New Hampshire, but after three and a half months’ 
service, retired. 

8. Rev. J. M. Graves is under appointment for the State of 
New Hampshire, in connexion with Vermont. He is expected at 
an early period to enter upon his agency. 

In addition to these, the Rev. Messrs. Drinkwater and Gillpat- 
rick, of the State of Maine, have rendered temporary service, at the 
request of the Board, in the vicinity of their residences. 

Several brethren in the ministry have rendered gratuitous service, 
in visiting other churches besides those of their charge, and preaching 
on the subject of missions, for the express purpose of augmenting 
the funds of the Board. 

The Board acknowledge, with great pleasure, their continued ob- 
ligations to the Treasurer, Hon. H. Lincoln, who, during the past 
year, in addition to his gratuitous services as ‘Treasurer, has per- 
formed important agencies in behalf of the Board, in collecting funds 
and for other objects ; in all of which, as well as for the year pre- 
ceding, he has defrayed his personal expenses. 
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An effort has been made to locate an agent in the Middle States, 
and another at some central point at the South, but both have proved 
unsuccessful. ‘The object, it is hoped, however, will be effected at 
an early period of the ensuing year. 

‘The amount of service rendered by the collecting agents, be- 
sides that which has been gratuitous, is equal to three years, or the 
entire services of three men for the whole year. It will be per- 
ceived, however, that should the present number of agents under ap- 
pointment fulfil their engagements, more than twice that amount will 
be rendered during the coming year. ‘The fields from which the 
funds of the Convention are to be collected, are such, that the num- 
ber of agents ought not to be less than seven at any time ; and would 
have equalled that number at an earlier period, could they have been 
obtained. 

The success of the agents has, in scarcely a single instance, been 
equul to the expectations of the Board. In no case, however, do 
the Board consider this failure to have arisen either from incapacity 
or want of zeal in the agents. It is believed they have done what 
they could. 

‘he agents agree in assigning the three following reasons for the 
deficiency in the collections. ) 

Ist. Scarcity of money. 

2d. Indifference to the cause of missions. 

3d. Want of codperation on the part of the pastors. 

‘T'o the removal of the second of these evils, the Acting Board 
has during the year directed special attention. ‘They have endea- 
vored, both directly and indirectly, to furnish the public a larger 
amount of missionary reading. In November last, they held, at 
Worcester, Mass., a special meeting of. two days’ continuance,— 
inviting to a free conference the friends of missions throughout New 
England. ‘The meeting was well attended and was _ profitable. 
From these and other causes, there has been a manifest increase in 
the missionary spirit, and in contributions, in some of the churches ; 
showing, thereby, that the only real obstacles to a full treasury, are 
lukewarmness, and want of efficient codperation on the part of those 
who alone can call forth the benevolence of the churches. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


The receipts of the treasury for the financial year ending April 
1, 1843, consisting of donations from individuals and auxiliaries, and 
of legacies, and interest on temporary loans, amount to $47,151 06. 
And the expenditures for the same period to $55,138 46. Excess 
of expenditures above receipts, $7,987 40; which, added to the 
debt of last year, makes the balance against the Board, $14,859 16. 

The Acting Board take this occasion to say, that no reasonable 
effort has been omitted to render the expenditures in carrying for- 
ward the operations of the Society, as low as they can be made. It 
is the deliberate opinion of the Board, that a greater reduction of 
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expenses would seriously impair the effectiveness of the institution. 
It should be borne in mind, however, that the expense of conduct- 
ing the business would be but a trifle more, were the receipts and 
expenditures twice or three times their present amount. 


COOPERATION OF OTHER INSTITUTIONS. 


The receipts from the United States Government, for Indian 
schools, &c., have been for the past year $4400 ; which sum has 
been duly applied. ‘The codperation of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society has been kindly continued by appropriating to the 
Board, for scriptures at the principal missionary stations in Asia and 
Europe, $6000; as also that of the American Tract Society, in 
appropriating to the Board $2200, for circulating tracts in Siam, 
Burmah, Greece, and Germany.* 


MISSIONS IN NORTH AMERICA. 


Mission to the Ojibwas. 


SauLT DE Ste. Marize.—A. Binenam, J. D. Cameron, preachers; Mrs. Bine 
HAM ; Miss H. H. Morsgz, school-teacher. 


MIicHIPICOTON.— 


eA, _— 2 preachers and 2 female assistants. Miss Morse arrived at St. Mary’s 
ov. 6. 


The mission has of late enjoyed increased prosperity. Four Indian youths 
have been added to the church at St. Mary’s on profession of faith, and 
there are cases of religious inquiry at one or more of the neighboring Indian 
settlements. Preaching is regularly maintained at the station and at other 
places on the Sabbath, and occasionally during the week, with good encour- 
agement. Present number of church members, twenty. The English mis- 
sion school has been well conducted, and is now under the care of Miss 
Morse. Average attendance of pupils about forty. A school for instruction 
in reading Ojibwa is taught by Mr. Bingham, attended by five adults, who 
will, probably, be employed as readers of the scriptures to their country- 
men. Mr. Cameron has resumed the translation of the gospels into Ojibwa, 
and one or more of them will shortly be ready for publication. 

Some progress continues to be made by the Ojibwas in their temporal 
condition, so far as they come under the influence of the mission. ‘The 
chief impediments, next to intemperance, are their wide dispersion, and 
want of fixed abodes, and severity of climate, connected with their precari- 
ous means of subsistence. 'To the removal of these, the attention of the 
missionaries is earnestly directed ; and with some success. About sixty In- 


dians have been lately induced to sign the pledge of total abstinence from . 


all intoxicating drinks ; some for life, others for one or more years. ‘The 
prospect of locating a a of Indians permanently, is also encouraging. A 
site has been selected at 'Tikuamina Bay, on the southern shore of Lake Su- 


* Since the account was clesed, $2000 additional have been received from the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society, and an equal sum from the American Tract Society. To 
this we are permitted to add £500 from the Committee of the (Eng.) Baptist Missionary 
Society, an expression of fraternal interest as gratifying, every way, as it was unsolicited 
and unlooked for.t 
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perior, about thirty-six miles from St. Mary’s, which is peculiarly favorable, 
as furnishing unusual facilities for barrelling fish and making maple sugar, 
the principal employments of the Indians, and also as remote from temp- 
tations to intemperance and kindred vices. ‘The place is well approved by 
the Indians, and several families have already made it their residence 
throughout the year. 

Agreeably to an intimation in our last Report, the Ojibwa Mission was visit- 
ed by the Foreign Secretary in July. His account of the mission, while it 
exhibited the embarrassments under which it labors, in consequence of its 
proximity to the white population, as also from the wandering habits of the 
Ojibwas scattered over a vast extent of territory, furnished, at the same time, 
satisfactory reasons for its continuance and gradual enlargement. The 
Board were also gratified with the renewed assurance, founded on careful 
and extended observation and inquiry, that their esteemed missionary, Mr. 
Bingham, who has. been in charge of the mission from its establishment in 
1838, has been faithful to his trust, and is entitled, with his amiable family, 
to the continued confidence and sympathies of his brethren. 

No late information has been received from the church at Michipicoton. 
Number of members last reported, thirty. 


Ottawas in Michigan. 


RicHLanp.—L. SLATER, preacher and teacher ; Mrs. SLATER. 


The semi-annual report of this station has not yet come to hand. At the 
date of our last information, the school was in successful operation, and was 
more fully attended than in the preceding year. Religious meetings were 
also well attended. On the Sabbath, the meeting-house, which was built in 
May last, and can accommodate several hundreds, was ordinarily filled. A 
few were reported as seriously inquiring for the way of life. Number of 
church members, eighteen. 


Tonawandas and Tuscaroras in New York. 


Tonawanpa.—A. WARREN, preacher and superintendent; Mrs. Warren; Miss 
Puese BarkKER, schooleteacher; Miss PHEBE BurRovuGHS, assistant. 


1 station; 1 teacher and three female assistants. 


The school at Tonawanda was “in good condition and prosperous,” when 
visited by the Foreign Secretary in July. The number of pupils, which is 
limited to forty-five, had averaged forty the previous year, of whom about 
fifteen were girls. ‘Twelve or fifteen were of the Tuscarora tribe. 'Twelve 
of the pupils had been added to the church during the year, making the 
whole number of church members twenty. ‘They have a convenient house 
for public worship, at which religious services are held by the superintend- 
ent, assisted by an interpreter. The habits of the Indians are generally 
those of a civilized community. The Temperance Society embraces 250 
members, about one half of the Indian population, including all the chiefs. 

From the Tuscarora church, connected with this station, no report has 
been received. Number of members last reported, forty. 

The 'Tonawandas are a part of the Seneca tribe, one of the “ Six Nations.” 
They continue on their present reservation but one more year, when, it is 
expected, they will unite with a body of the Six Nations residing near 
Thames river in Canada. 


Otoes, on Platte River. 


Rev. A. Edson returned to Bellevue in April, 1842, and re-opened his 
school with thirteen pupils. Meanwhile the Indians had become increasing- 
ly intemperate and quarrelsome, and the prospect of usefulness more dis; 
couraging. Eventually, (in August,) Mr. Edson withdrew from the station, 
and the mission is discontinued, 
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Shawanoe Mission. 


SHAWANOE.—F. BARKER, preacher and teacher; Mrs. BARKER. 

SrockBRIDGE.—J. G. Pratt, preacher and printer; Mrs. Pratt; Miss Jang 
KELLY, school-teacher. 

DELAWARE.—I. D. BLANCHARD, prrechor and teacher; Mrs. BLANCHARD; Miss 
Sytvr1a Cask, school-teacher. Charles Johnnycake, native assistant. 

Orrawa.—J. MEEKER, preacher and school-teacher ; Mrs. MEEKER. David Green, 
native assistant. 

PuTAWATOMIE.—R. SIMERWELL, preacher; Mrs. SIMERWELL. 


5 stations ; 3 preachers and teachers, 1 preacher and printer, 1 preacher, and 7 female 
assistants ; 2 native assistants. . 


The connexion of Mr. and Mrs. Lykins with the mission was closed December 1. 
Miss Webster retired from the Shawanoe station in January. Miss Kelly was appoint- 
ed teacher to the Stockbridges the 10th inst., and is to proceed to the station immediately. 


The mission has been greatly tried the past year, particularly at the 
Shawanoe station ; and its prosperity, and even its existence, for a time se- 
riously endangered. ‘The Shawanoe church has been rent with divisions ; 
seven of the native members, including one family of six persons, have been 
suspended from church privileges, having withdrawn from the mission ; 
the Shawanoe boarding-school has been broken up, at least as to all useful 
results; and the preaching of the word has been, for the most part, void. 
On one or more occasions the missionaries, Messrs. Barker and Pratt and 
their families, were ordered to leave the station on peril of their lives. And 
that their expulsion was not effected, is to be ascribed to the good provi- 
dence of God in conducting to Shawanoe, at the very crisis of the difficulty, 
the Rev. J. S. Bacon, whom the Acting Board had especially deputed to the 
mission in view of its distressed condition. ‘The Board have the satisfaction 
to believe, that, although the face of missionary affairs at Shawanoe is not 
yet entirely tranquil, the occasion of evil is now extraneous to the mission, 
and that the labors of the missionaries will be less embarrassed than during 
the past year. ‘The female school-teacher having withdrawn, the Shawanoe 
school will be suspended at the expiration of the current quarter, and Mr. 
Barker will be devoted to the departments of preaching and translating, 

Mr. and Mrs. Pratt have been authorized to remove to Stockbridge, at the 
earnest and repeated solicitation of the Indians of that place. He has, for 
some time, regularly ministered to them every alternate Sabbath. He will 
take the press with him; the Stockbridges gladly engaging to aid in the 
erection of a printing-oftice, school-house, &c., to the utmost of their ability. 

The amount of printing at Shawanoe during the year has been small, but 
has embraced all that was prepared for publication ; including 


The Shawanoe Hymn Book, 48 pp. 24mo., 500 copies.* 
Matthew in Putawatomie, 125 “ 16mo., 500 “ 
Shawanoe Sun, 


and sundry English publications, 7200 “ 12mo., or 200 vols. 


The Delaware station has to some extent shared the trials of the brethren 
at Shawanoe, but the school has been regularly maintained, and the church, 
it is believed, will have sustained no permanent injury. Number of mem- 
bers last reported, thirty-four. 

At Ottawa, Sabbath meetings are well attended, and a stated service has 
recently been established at a distinct settlement, distant eight or ten miles. 
Services are also regularly held on Thursday evenings with great interest. 
‘Two days weekly are devoted to a school of thirty-two members, mostly 
adults. About fifty of the Ottawas have learned to read in their own lan- 
guage. The church appears to be advancing in scriptural knowledge and 
in piety. Four have been baptized, and one restored. Present number of 
members, including one at Putawatomie, twenty-seven. ; 


* In press at the time of our last Annual Report. 
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Mr. Meeker visits and preaches at Putawatomie at intervals of five or six 
weeks, with little encouragement. Mr. Simerwell holds religious services 
on the Sabbath for such as are disposed to attend. 


Mission to the Cherokees. 


CHEROKEE.” (Three miles west from the middle of the east line of the a go 
E. Jones, preacher; Mrs. Jones; THomas W. P. UpHam, Miss S. H. His- 
BARD, school-teachers ; H. UpHam, printer. Jesse Bushyhead, native preacher. 


DELAWARE, (Valley Towns church, forty miles N.W. of Cherokee.)—Miss E. S. 
Morsg, school-teacher. John Wickliffe, Oganaya, native preachers. 
Out-station, Honey Creek church. 


Fxiint, (Amohee church, J. Bushyhead, pastor; thirteen miles S. W. of Cherokee.)— 
Lewis Downing, native preacher. 
Out-station, Bread Town, (branch church.) 


BEATTIE’S PRAIRIE, (Taquohee, twenty-five miles N. of Cherokee.)—Tanenole, na- 
tive preacher. 


DsEYOHEE.— 


5 stations, 2 out-stations ; 1 preacher, 4 teachers, (2 of them female assistants ;) 1 printer, 
and 1 female assistant ; 5 native preachers. 


Mr. Frye, Miss Morse, and Miss Hibbard, arrived at Cherokee at the end of 1842. 
Messrs. W. P. and H. Upham are expected to join the mission in June. 


The prospects of the mission are encouraging in a high degree. Dur- 
ing the past winter, several of the stations were visited by Mr. Bacon, 
at the request of the Acting Board, and the representations which he has 
made, from personal observation, of the state of the Cherokee churches, and 
the encouragement to missionary labor among the people, are of the most 
gratifying character. “'The number of churches constituted,” Mr. Bacon 
reports, “is four, two of which have one or more branches: and they em- 
brace, in all, about one thousand members. The three ordained native 
preachers, and two or three native assistants, besides the services of the 
missionary, Mr. Jones, are fully occupied with missionary labors. Much of 
the time, in addition to ministering to the churches, they are travelling from 
neighborhood to neighborhood, preaching the word; and their labors are, 
in general, kindly received. The field is constantly widening. Pressing 
calls from different parts of the nation are almost daily received, and the 
measure and prospects of usefulness appear to be limited only by the want 
of more laborers and of the means of supporting them. 

“'There is a great demand for books, and especially the sacred scriptures. 
Only a part of the New Testament and some brief extracts from the Old, 
are, as yet, translated into their language. ‘The native preachers, but few of 
whom understand the English language, as well as the church members 
generally, are earnestly pleading for more of the word of God. The public 
mind, throughout the nation, has been awakened to a degree of energy and 
activity never before known. A growing interest is almost universally felt 
on the subject of education, and in all the means of improvement and civili- 
zation. A portion of their national fund is appropriated to the support of 
public schools; and ten such schools, under the direction of a superintend- 
ent appointed by the National Council, have been sustained during the past 
year. Increasing attention is also paid to agriculture and the mechanic 
arts, and to the comforts of domestic life.” 

The following is a table of additions to the churches by baptism, from 
July to November, inclusively : 


* The territory occupied by the Baptist portion of the Cherokees, extends, north, 
west, and south of Cherokee, in each direction about forty miles. 
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To Flint (Amohee) church, 21, and 1 by letter; 
‘< Beattie’s Prairie, or Taquohee church, 18 
Delaware 10 
“ Dseyohee 4 


making 53, and 1 by letter. 


a “om twelve months, the number of additions was 218, and two by letter. 
Total, 274. 


“'The churches manifest,” says Mr. Bacon, “a very commendable spirit 
of liberality and Christian enterprise ; and, indeed, others are friendly to the 
gospel. All the churches have places of worship, such as their circumstan- 
ces require ; made of materials supplied by themselves, and erected by their 
own hands. A good printing-office has been furnished at their own ex- 

nse, and they are now erecting a neat and commodious building for a fe- 
male high school. Missionary societies have also been formed, and a cheer- 
ful readiness is shown to do all in their power to advance the cause of 
Christ among themselves, and to encourage the hearts of those who have 
been, and still are, laboring for their spiritual good.” 

In view of facts like these, the Board have felt constrained to assist their 
Cherokee brethren to the full extent of their ability, especially in supplying 
means for the general education of the people and the training of native 
preachers and teachers. ‘They have been highly gratified with the spirit 
with which this codperation has been welcomed by the Cherokees. ‘The 
teachers who have been sent out recently, are already placed in charge of 
important schools, and the introduction of a printing establishment, which 
is to be effected immediately, is anticipated by the nation with abundant 


demonstrations of gratitude and joy. 


Mission to the Creeks. 


Agreeably to the suggestion in our last Report, Mr. Jones, of the Chero- 
kee Mission, visited the late Creek station in September last, (distant about 
sixty miles from Cherokee,) and attended a Creek protracted meeting. He 
was received with great affection and joy, and preached several times by an 
interpreter. He had also the happiness of seeing four candidates baptized, 
one of whom was a Creek chief of respectability and influence. Mr. Jones 
represents the state of the people to be highly encouraging. ‘The members 
of the church appear well, and religious meetings are thronged, many of the 
congregation attending from a distance of twenty or more miles. There 
has been, indeed, throughout the year, a remarkable work of grace among 
the Creeks, and about 200 have been baptized. The instrumentality has 
been exceedingly agrees “Religious meetings are conducted by 
two black men, both slaves. ‘The oldest, Jacob, is ordained ;* the other, 
called Jack, a blacksmith, acts as interpreter. ‘They are allowed one day in 
the week to support themselves and families in food and clothing; and 
these days they devote to the service of the church, hiring the working of 
their little corn and potato patches.” 

In regard to the reéstablishment of a mission among the Creeks, Mr. 
Jones apprehends no serious embarrassment. The National Council was 
said to be opposed to it, but later information is more encouraging. ‘The 
people, as a body, are demanding missionaries and teachers. Statements of 
similar import are made by Mr. Bacon, by whom the Creeks were also vis- 


ited in January. 


* By Messrs. Kellam and Mason, late of the Creek Mission. 
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Mission to the Choctaws. 


= ' 


ProvipENcE.—R. D. Ports, preacher and school-teacher; Mrs. Potts. 


The station is in the south-western part of the inhabited portion of the Choctaw ter- 
ritory, nine miles west of Fort Towson and five miles north of Red river. 


The religious awakening, mentioned in our last Report, has induced Mr. 
Potts, with the consent of government, to employ an assistant teacher in his 
school, that he might give himself to “the ministry of the word.” He has 
preached statedly at fur preaching places, besides holding frequent occa- 
sional meetings. ‘The number of additions by baptism during the year was 
twenty-seven. Present number of the church and its branches, eighty-three. 
Two of the native members, David Holmes and Samuel Worcester, were li- 


censed in October to preach the gospel. David is also employed as an 
interpreter. 


| \¥ The school is well sustained, and contains twenty scholars. Eleven of 
ag them are boarded by Mr. Potts,—five at his own charge. 

48 Mr. Potts renews his earnest solicitations for help. ‘The field is too ex- 
is tensive for the labor of one man, and is even now ripe for the harvesting. 
ie Several Indians are waiting for baptism, and others are serious inquirers. 

MISSIONS IN EUROPE. 


Mission to France. 


Dovay.—E. WILLARD, preacher; Mrs. WILLARD. J. Proy, native assistant. 
Lannoy and Bais1rvx.—J. THIEFFRY, native preacher. 
OrcuiEs and Rame.— 


Aruigs (Cherie &c).—J. B. CRETIN, native preacher. L. Choquet, —— Lefevre, na- 
tive assistants. 


Cuauny.—V. LeEporx, native preacher. 


Mevx.—J. FouLBoEvrF, native preacher. P. J. Lacquemont, native assistant. 


Bertry, Vies_y, &c.—J. Pruvorts, native preacher. J. N. Froment, native as- 
sistant. 


7 stations ; 1 preacher, and 1 female assistant; 10 native preachers and assistants. 
A. Moutel, late preacher at Orchies, died February 1. 


The annual report from this mission, the returns of which, however, are 
incomplete, gives seventeen as the number of additions to the churches by 
baptism the past year, and a few by letter. Four have been excluded, and 
one suspended. Present number of members in thirteen churches, about 
210. ‘Two of the churches have been harassed with dissensions, and one 
has been reduced in its numbers by secession. In others “ there are signs 
of improvement; all stand well, and are strong in the faith.” 

The preachers and colporteurs continue to sustain a good reputation ; 
“they seem to be worthy of confidence; to be men of faith and prayer.” 
Several of the preachers have been interrupted in their public worship ; 
and, in some cases, have been compelled to desist from preaching by the 
local authorities. One “ has had trouble upon trouble ; has been forbidden to 
preach the gospel; and has encountered the utmost virulence of the papal 
clergy. Yet by the grace of God,” says Mr. W., “he has not fallen. He 
has had literally to contend with the powers that be;—* * * * besides 


the native wickedness of men:—they who have not fought this fight, know 
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little what it is:—but he has stood his ground hitherto. The waves have 
gone over him, but he has stood like a rock.” Another, who has experi- 
enced less direct personal persecution, has, nevertheless, as he writes De- 
cember 12, “experienced the truth of the words which our Savior spoke, 
‘They shall deliver you up to the tribunals and to the synagogues,” &c. 
He, too, has “often been hindered by the local authorities from preaching 
the gospel to those who were ready to hear it.” On one occasion, when 
thus prohibited, “ nearly five hundred persons,” he informs us, “ were dis- 
posed to hear (him), who said (he) might perform the service without fear.” 
A third was engaged in conducting a meeting, when the mayor of the vil- 
lage entered, and broke up the assembly. “ ‘I'he government seems deter- 
mined to persecute Protestantism. It is the hour of darkness. The Romish 
clergy rule.” Even the national pastors, those who are supported by gov- 
ernment stipends, are prosecuted for holding meetings without a formal au- 
thorization. “'The State recognises an individual as a legalized pastor, 
pays him a salary, and then prosecutes him for performing his legitimate 
functions.” We are happy to add that these intolerant measures are not 
suffered to pass without remonstrance. “ Several consistories of the nation- 
al church have already sent in petitions to the Chamber of Deputies, and 
the editor of the Archives du Christiansme, together with the editor of the 
Espérance, makes stirring appeals to the Protestants of France not to fail 
of adding their force in due time. Their language, also, in speaking of re- 
ligious liberty, is sweeping ; they do not wish to permit any one, of what- 
ever faith, to think that there is any exclusiveness in the present movement, 
in favor of liberty of worship ; they demand that liberty for all.” A petition 
of like general import, has also been drawn up, to be signed by all the Bap- 
tist pastors and evangelists, and was to be presented to the Chamber of 
Deputies without delay. | 

he labors of the colporteurs, four in number, have been eminently use- 
ful. “In several instances the meetings must inevitably have been discon- 
tinued, had not thesé brethren come to the work like men.” One reports 
the sale of 197 bibles and testaments, besides more than 100 placed in the 
schools. The number of sales by the others isnot reported. A tract has 
been prepared by one of the preachers, explaining and vindicating the dis- 
tinguishing tenets of Baptists, and has lately been published in an edi- 
tion of 1500 copies. It is in the form of a catechism, and makes about 
145 pp. 12mo. A work of this kind appears to have been imperatively de- 
manded. ‘The Romish clergy are not the only antagonists to evangelical 
religion. “ Pious friends in America may weep to know that the Protes- 
tant church in France, is, to a great extent, a dead letter, uncharitable and 
intolerant. I bespeak the prayers of my brethren,” says Mr. W., “ for these 
misguided people ; that God may fill them with the spirit of the gospel, and 
teach them not to despise, slander, or persecute those whom they profess 
to believe Christians, merely because they do not follow them.” 

Within a few months, information has been received of the existence of a 
body of Mennonites or “ Anabaptists,” in the north-eastern part of France, 
in the departments of Doubs and the Upper and the Lower Rhine (Alsace). 
“They are represented as of severe morals, great charity, and remarkable 
simplicity of manners. They have no temples, but hold their meetings 
from house to house. They elect and consecrate their own pastors. They 
do not baptize their children. They do not marry with the unconverted, 
nor with any other than their own sect. They have no lawsuits before the 
ungodly, but appoint persons from among themselves to decide their differ- 
ences. They detest any connexion with the national church. They are 
distinguished, wherever they go, for their aversion to mingle with the world, 
in any case, beyond what necessity demands.” Mr. Willard, who has com- 
municated the above, expresses a deep interest in this apparently evangeli- 
cal people, and will, probably, take an early opportunity to visit them, in 
order to effect a connexion, if. likely to conduce to their mutual edification 
and the promotion of the gospel in that vicinity. 
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Mission to Germany and Denmark. 


Hameurc.—J. G. OncKEN, preacher; Messrs. Kopner, Lance, Lucken, &c., 
preachers and assistants. 


BERLIN (Prussia) —G, W. LEHMANN, preacher. 

BiITTERFIELD ( “ ).— —— WERNER, preacher. 

Bar REUTH (Bavaria).— —— Knauer, assistant. 

OTHFREESEN (Hanover).— —— Sander, “ 

Marsure (Hessia).— 

(Grand Duchy of Oldenburg).— —— WeicHarDT, preacher. 
JEVER —— Hinrichsen, assistant. 
CopENHAGEN (Denmark).—P. and A. preachers. 

Colporteur in Norway, £. Swee. 

9 stations, 13 preachers and assistants. 


Churches exist also at Rummelsburg and Margenstern, in Pomerania; at Memel on 
the eastern shore of the Baltic; at Stuttgard and vicinity; and at Langeland, Aalborg, 
and Petersburg, in Denmark ; with which the mission is in correspondence, and which 
owe their origin and growth chiefly to the instrumentality of the missionaries. 


The German Mission, though harassed at various points by government 
intolerance or private persecution, has continued to enlarge its sphere of 
operation ; and its influence is felt, in one form or another, in widely sepa- 
rate districts of the German confederation, and of Denmark; from Aalborg 
on the extreme north to Stuttgard in the kingdom of Wurtemburg, and from 
Jever on the German sea to Memel on the eastern shores of the Baltic. 

At Hamburg “ it has been a year of signal blessing.” ‘The place of wor- 
ship provided by Mr. Oncken, has been well frequented, and on Sabbath 
evenings there have generally been 300 attentive hearers. No interruption 
has been experienced from the city authorities, and, probably, none will 
be. The services have been conducted since September by Mr. Kobner, 
Mr. Oncken being obliged to desist from public speaking, temporarily it is 
hoped, in consequence of an affection of the throat. His time has been fully 
occupied, however, in correspondence and overseeing bible and tract ope- 
rations. At Altona, where a few of the church members reside, a weekly 
meeting has also been held, with good encouragement. ‘The labors among 
the seamen have been well sustained; large quantities of tracts have 
been distributed, and more than 800 copies of scriptures sold to them. 
‘The whole number of tracts distributed from the Hamburg station during 
the year, was 252,700, and of copies of the scriptures 6263, beside 5000 other 
approved publications. The additions to the church by baptism amount to 
fiity, making the whole number of members in January, 160. They con- 
tinue, as heretofore, actively engaged in benevolent effort, and, though gen- 
erally poor, contribute to the support of religious institutions according to 
their ability. The amount contributed the last year, exceeded $350. 

The churches of Berlin and Bitterfield, in Prussia, have been similarly 
blessed with spiritual edification, but not equally exempt, with the Ham- 
burg church, from external trials. On one occasion, at Berlin, a religious 
meeting was violently broken up by a band of eighteen men, and the con- 
gregation dispersed with blows. On another, at Bitterfield, Mr. Lehmann 
was forcibly prevented by the civil authorities from administering the ordi- 
nance of the Supper. Mr. Werner, who was subsequently ordained pastor 
of the church, has also been repeatedly arraigned beiore the magistrates, 
and forbidden to administer the ordinances; but Jater communications re- 
port a “season of quiet.” What measure of religious freedom will be ulti- 
mately conceded by the Prussian Government, cannot be confidently 
affirmed. “ Religious meetings are still tolerated, yet public baptism, that 
is, in the open air, is prohibited, and the Berlin church seal is taken away.” © 
‘The Berlin chureh received in the first half of last year about twenty mem- 
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bers by baptism, making the whole number in July last, forty-seven.* Re- 
peated additions have been made to the Bitterfield church, but the number 
is not given. 

The Baireuth church, in Bavaria, are constrained to meet in great secresy. 
Mr. Knauer, their pastor, has been threatened with imprisonment in the 
house of correction, but has not yet been molested. A considerable quan- 
tity of bibles, testaments, and tracts, have been confiscated, which had been 
supplied for distribution. The church has had an increase of four or five 
members. 

At Marburg, in Hessia, several members of the church have been fined, 
and others, resident in the city but citizens of other States, have been ban- 
ished. The church is, nevertheless, firm, and has added five to its number 
by baptism. ; 

The church of Othfreesen, in Hanover, under the care of Mr. Sander, has 
about twenty members. This afflicted community has been constantly sub- 
ject to persecution. Religious meetings are strictly prohibited. Some of 
the members have been imprisoned, and others stripped of their entire pro- 
perty, for attending religious conventicles. The pastor is obliged to travel 
by night to escape the vigilance of the police. 

“ Oldenburg, ten years ago the most hopeless part of the north of Ger- 


many, ny 9 to assume a promising appearance.” ‘There are a few con- . 


verts at Varel, Bracke, and Elsfleth, and some are waiting for baptism at 
Jever. Oldenburg church has been much annoyed by the government, but 
* not a few have been added to their number.” 

The churches in Rummelsburg and Margenstern, in Pomerania, have 
sixty-seven members. 

The afflicted state of our brethren in Denmark continues to claim our ac- 
tive sympathy. Repeated imprisonments of long duration, and heavy fines, 
absorbing their entire property even to the essentials of household furniture, 
have been imposed upon them, for nonconformity to the State religion ; or, 
in other words, for following the dictates of their own consciences in things 
pertaining to God. The narrative of their persecutions, and of the motives 
of church and state policy by which it is attempted to justify them, reminds 
one of the oppressions, which, in other lands, had their day and their end near 
two hundred years ago. Whether the Danish Government will push their 
measures to extremity, is, of course, uncertain. That they will not, we may 
venture to hope from the alleged friendly disposition of the king and royal 
family, and of many distinguished persons, both in state and church; from 
the growing sympathy of the people for the oppressed; and from the re- 
spect which is, doubtless, felt toward public sentiment and private and 
official mediation, on behalf of religious liberty, as recently put forth in Eng- 
land and America. A higher ground of confidence still, is in the power of 
truth and right, and the sovereign providence of God. We are slow to be- 
lieve that God does not design, by the humble and seemingly insignificant 
instrumentality which he has already highly honored in the north of Eu- 
rope, to open the way for a more pure and free dispensation of his gospel, 
and a general revival of religion, throughout the continent ; which shall be 
known in after ages as T'he Second Reformation. 'That such may be the glo- 
rious issue, let it be our united and fervent prayer. 

In the midst of these trials of our brethren, it is consolatory to know, that 
according to our opportunities we have contributed to their relief and en- 
couragement. The remittances which have been made by sympathizing 
friends, to meet their pecuniary necessities, have been exceedingly timely 
and acceptable ; and expressions of sympathy and affection, by Jetter and 
personal address, have awakened the liveliest gratitude. The Deputation of 
the Board, Professor Hackett, accompanied by Professor T. J. Conant on 
behalf of the American and Foreign Bible Society, was especially greeted 


* A letter from Mr. O., in January, states that the number had increased to fifty-seven. 
The whole number of baptisms at Berlin was sixty-eight. 
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- our distressed brethren with the deepest emotions of gratitude and joy. 
hey arrived at Copenhagen in August, and though debarred of the privi- 
lege of meeting with the church in religious worship, they had repeated op- 
portunities, which they sedulously improved, of intermingling with them 
their counsels, and sympathies, and prayers. The Deputation were equally 
faithful to plead the cause of our unoffending brethren with civilians and 
ecclesiastics of rank and influence. The king was absent; but the Estates 
were in session, and interviews were held with distinguished personages 
in church and state, by whom the Deputation were courteously received, 
and to whom were distinctly stated the principles deemed essential to Chris- 
tian toleration. ‘These representations, and the mission itself of the respect- 
ed brethren by whom they were made, had the effect, it is reasonable to 
suppose, with other concurrent influences, to promote, in some measure, a 
correct religious sentiment, and thus assist in opening the way for the gen- 
eral royal amnesty proclaimed in December. That all was not effected, 
which in this country is deemed essential to religious freedom, should not 
lead us to overlook the valuable concessions that have been obtained. 'The 
royal law of amnesty, so called, secures to our Danish brethren, in all 
places, Ist, The right to hold assemblies for religious worship ; and 2d, ‘To 
administer the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. It also provides for the ad- 
ministration of Christian baptism in certain cases; and although the con- 
cession limits the exercise of this right to a single place, Fredericia, and 
enjoins various regulations, restrictive and embarrassing, and makes requi- 
sitions in regard to baptism of children and marriage to members of the Na- 
tional Church, at variance with Baptist principles and usages; yet the mea- 
sure of toleration already conceded, and the obvious tendencies of public sen- 
timent, encourage the hope that these restrictions and requisitions will, 
eventually, and perhaps speedily, pass into desuetude and forgetfulness.* 
In regard to the prospects for the future the Deputation remark, 


‘“« Although many of the laws in Denmark are so intolerant in their character, and the 
mw of persecution, especially on the part of the clergy, is still so active and bitter, 
there is yet much to encourage the hope that more liberal sentiments are there gaining 
strength, and that the final result of the conflict now going on, must be a triumph for the 
cause of Christian toleration. The king and queen are considered as personally friendly 
to the cause of the Baptists. Many individuals in public stations,—even some clergy- 
men in the establishment,—have declared in their favor: that is, so far as regards the 
question whether they should be tolerated or not; this is advocated in some of the public 
journals ; pamphlets are written and published in their defence ; and the popular feeling 
is beginning to be enlisted in their behalf. They may be destined, they probably are, to 
yet further trials and sufferings ; but whether we consider the agencies thete at work, or 
the history of similar struggles elsewhere, we need not despair of their success. In the 
meanwhile, till this issue a attained, the position of our brethren there, and in Germany 
also, is full of the greatest moral interest; they are the representatives of a principle 
most dear to the hearts of all true Christians ; they are sufferers for rights in defence of 
which men have earned their strongest claims to the respect and veneration of mankind ; 
and they ought, assuredly, in their struggles, to receive the sympathy of all, under what- 
ever name they are known, who wish well to the cause of Christian truth and freedom.” 


The number of members in the Danish churches in 1842, when they 
were visited by Messrs. Hackett and Conant, was 179,—of whom 119 be- 
longed to the church at Copenhagen. | 


Mission to Greece. 


Corru.—H. T. Love, preacher; Mrs. Love; Mrs. H. E. Dickson, school-teacher. 
PaTrAs.—R. F. Burt, preacher; Mrs. Apostolos, native assistant. 
2 stations; 2 preachers and 3 female assistants ; one native assistant. 


Mr. and Mrs. Love are on a visit to this country, on account of Mr. Love’s health. 
Mr. and Mrs. Buel are, temporarily, at Malta. | 


Mr. Love left Corfu for the United States on the 9th of December. A few 
days previous, he had the pleasure of baptizing two Greek converts from 
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Patras, John and Kyriakes. They had expressed a desire to be baptized 
several months before, but it was thought advisable for them to wait till 
some missionary could be stationed at Patras, and they had received more 
instruction in respect to the vitality of the Christian religion. Says Mr. 
Love, writing of these converts in June, “ Christians, to withstand the fiery 
trials through which the first converts in these parts must pass, must have 
deep piety. ‘They must be thoroughly imbued with the erangelicalness of the 
gospel.” Mr, Love was, at this time, in hope that his health would allow 
him to be stationed at Patras, at least for a few months. The inducements 
were urgent. Writing as above, he remarks, ‘ At Patras the fields are all 
white and ready for the harvest, but there is no one to enter into the labor 
and gather in the precious fruit. Five there, we hope, if not converted, are 
at least in a most interesting state of inquiry; so I found a month since, 
when I spent ten days in Patras, trying to direct them to the Savior. And 
a letter this day from Apostolos, brings the joyful intelligence of still another, 
who appears in a no less interesting state of mind. Besides these, there are 
from twenty to fifty more persons in that town in different stages of inquiry, 
and who, had they a teacher, it is believed, would attend regularly on the 
preaching of the gospel. ‘These persons are among the most respectable 
and intelligent portion of the community.” 

The delicate state of Mr. Love’s health precluding his return to Patras, 
the baptism was administered, as above mentioned, at Corfu; and on the 
following day the converts, “returning to Patras, ‘ went on their way re- 
joicing. But a severe trial of their faith awaited them.” The following 
particulars of their reception at Patras, is from a letter of Apostolos, dated 
at Athens, Jan. 3 :— 


‘¢On our arrival at Patras, a rabble met us at the landing place, shouting, ‘ Away with 
the Pharmasone ! (free masons), away with the Antichrists!’ We reached our houses, 
however, without any serious molestation. But the next day, it being St. Catharine’s 
day, they came around’ our dwellings, as if bent upon tearing us to pieces. John, and 
Kyriakes, and his brother Constantine, barely escaped from their hands under the protec- 
tion of a military force, which came and took them to the guard house of the police. 
The mob then left them and came upon me in such numbers that the broad street by my 
lodgings became impassable. The door and windows of my magazines (the ground floor 
of the house,) were burst open and the glass broken out. But an angel of the Lord, I am 
sure, stood in my door and prevented them from entering. For about three quarters of 
an hour they kept up their abuse and insults, vociferating, ‘ Ho, you calico printer! the 
half of Patras you have turned into Americans! and you have been breaking down our 
religion! we would like to eat you!!’ &c., &c. I expostulated kindly and affection- 
ately with those nearest the door,—they hung down their heads and listened in silence : 
but those standing in the rear would raise the shout, ‘ Bring out the Pharmasone ! bring 
out the Antichrist! let us cut him to pieces!!’ This continued, as | said, nearly three 
quarters of an hour, when the military and civil officers appeared in force against the 
miserable mob ; and in half an hour they succeeded in taking me to the same police sta- 
tion where they had the other brethren. Remaining here that night and the next day 
we were taken under guard at midnight and conducted on a man-of-war lying in 
the harbor, where we remained twenty-two days. 


From the government vessel they were afterwards transferred to a mer- 
chantman, and urged by the authorities to go elsewhere. Apostolos ac- 
cordingly went to Athens, where he still remains; and John and Kyriakes to 
other places; but these have since returned to Patras. On the return of Ky- 
riakes, they were again molested by the populace, but the assault seems to 
have been unpremediteted, and the authorities have taken strong measures 
for their protection. | 

The conduct of our Greek brethren throughout these trying circum- 
stances appears to have been stich as became professors of godliness. Says 
Mr. Buel, “Such a pious and noble bearing, such moderation and discre- 
tion, such steady and cheerful faith, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, gave me unspeakable happiness, so that I could sincerely say to 
them, “ For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord; for what thanks can 
we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your 
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At Corfu, the progress of the mission has been all that could have been 
anticipated in view of the fewness and the enfeebled health of the mission- 
aries. Mrs. Dickson’s school was resumed as early as practicable aiter the 
occurrences which led to the withdrawal of Mr. Buel, mentioned in our last 
Report; and with the exception of a few weeks, during which Mrs. D. made 
a voyage to Malta for the restoration of her health, has been highly prosper- 
ous. Before the close of the second quarter, it numbered about forty schol- 
ars, Greeks, Jews, and Italians; and on the Ist of November received an 
accession of nineteen pupils, fourteen of whom were of Jewish extraction. 
One individual, beside the Greek converts, has been baptized, and there are 
others who give good evidence that they have received the word of God 
not in vain. 


MISSION IN WEST AFRICA. 


Mission to the Bassas. 


Epina.—I. CLARKE, preacher; J.C. Minor, printer; Mrs. Crargr. Kong Koba, 
native assistant. 
Brexiry.—J. Day, preacher. In this country, W. G. Crocker, preacher. 


2 stations ; 3 preachers, 1 printer, 1 female assistant ; 1 native assistant. 


Mr. and Mrs. Constantine returned to this country in June, on account of his ill health, 
and soon after, by their own request, were released from their missionary connexions. 
Mr. Crocker’s health is so far regained, as to inspire some hope of his rejoining the mis- 
sion. Mr. Minor commenced his services in June. The mission employs also Mr. J. H. 
ry He a and Mrs. M. Jones, school-teachers, at Edina; and Mr. J. Smith, teacher, 
at ey. 


The general operations of the mission have varied little from those of 
former years. o schools, one for boys and the other for girls, have 
been taught at Edina, averaging seventy scholars. Forty-five of these were 
natives, and were supported wholly by the mission, except four, who were 
supported by the Edina Missionary Society, or by individuals. They are, 
generally, making good progress in their studies. About fifty are able to 
read the bible. All, Americans and natives, attend stated worship at the 
mission chapel, and are members also of a Sabbath school. They appear, 
for the most part, contented and interested, and can be retained in the 
schools, with few exceptions, for several years. “Some of the more ad- 
vanced scholars are tolerably well qualified to teach their coun en, and 
ought, soon, to be sent forth to open schools in the country.” The school 
at Bexley has been less prosperous than last year, in consequence of Mr. 
Day’s ill health. The employment of an assistant teacher promises im- 
provement. Number of pupils about twenty, of whom ten are native chil- 
dren. An evening school has also been held for adults, (Americans,) by Mr. 
Clarke, principally for reading, and the study of Wayland’s Moral Science. 

The operations of the press were recommenced in September. ‘Two 
books have been printed in the Bassa language, “ Easy Lessons,” and 
“'The Bassa Reader,” the last containing 56 pp., 12mo. ‘The Child’s Book 


_on the Soul, and a catechism, are in course of preparation. Mr. Clarke’s 


attention has been principally given, of late, to the school and translation 
departments, but in the dry season he devotes more time to the preaching 
of the gospel to the natives. His health, and that of Mrs. Clarke, continue 
good, but Mr. Day, it is feared, is in the last stages of pulmonary con- 
sumption. 

The missionaries renew their earnest appeal for more help. Mr. Clarke 
writes, Feb. 20,— 


“The Board have met so many discouragements in Africa, I have sometimes feared 
they would be disheartened, but I hope it will not be so. I do think there are some 


4 
> 
. 
' 
t 
H 
— 
— 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 
q 
4 


1843.] Annual Report :—Asiatic Missions. 149 
bright spots on the plctays yet. The Lord is sparing some of his servants here ; the hea- 
then will listen to the gospel ; the gospel will remove the strongest prejudices, and sub- 
due the hardest hearts. The heathen here, generally, admit that the gospel is true. 
They are beginning to lose confidence in their grigris ; some influential men say they are 
of no value whatever, and that they would destroy them at once, were it not for dis- 
pleasing the more ignorant. Many are beginning to abserve the Sabbath, and seem de- 
sirous of being instructed. I am sometimes a little disheartened, when I see what ought 
to be done, and how little we do; but the promises of God sustain me. The Savior will 
have the heathen for his possession. Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands to God.” 


Adverting again to the employment of native school-teachers, Mr. Clarke 
remarks,— 


“ As I before stated, we ought to have more help and more funds. Some of our more 
advanced scholars we ought to send into the country, to instruct the children in their 
own towns. I cannot doubt that the Lord is raising up some of these youths, to carry 
forward his work here when we shall be sleeping in the . reap The expense of the 
schools would be but little, as the parents would be required to support their children 
and to assist in eu gory. mage | school-rooms. Several have offered to bear the 
whole expense of the schools, but Ido not think this could be relied on. It would be 


necessary to make the teachers a small compensation, and to furnish books in the Bassa 
language.” 


In regard to the want of funds Mr. Clarke says,— 


“There are several inviting fields around us, which ought to be occupied immediately. 
But with our present appropriation, instead of enlarging, we must diminish our opera- 
tions. We must dismiss some of our teachers and some of our scholars. After paying 
our teachers, we have only $600 for our schools and all other incidental expenses. Is 
this all that can be allowed for these perishing millions? Would it not be better to 
abandon the mission altogether? I complain not of personal want. No, these hands, 
with the blessing of my Heavenly Father, could minister (if need be) to my necessities, 
even in this land of death. But what shall we do? Shall we dismiss our teachers, or 
shall we dismiss twenty or thirty of our scholars, whom we have collected with so much 
care, and who are almost our only hope? If the churches were poor, and unable to do 
more, then I would hold my fay ct believing that God would devise means for carrying 
on his work. But knowing that God has committed to the churches the requisite means, 
I cannot contain myself while any are hoarding them in their coffers, or wasting them in 


eso 4 and extravagance. May the Lord forgive them; they, certainly, know not what 
ey do. | 


MISSIONS IN ASIA. 


Burman and Karen Missions. 


The Burman and Karen Missions are those of Maulmain, Rangoon, and 
Tavoy. At Ava no American missionary has resided since the withdrawal 
of Messrs. Kincaid and Simons in 1837, and no information in respect to 
the Ava church has been received the past year. 


Maulmain Mission. 


Mavumalin (Burman Department.).—A. Jupson, preacher; S. M. Oscoon, preacher 
and printer; E. A. Stevens, A. Howarp, T. Simons, preachers and teachers; J. H. 
CHANDLER, bookbinder and machinist; and their wives. Seven native assistants. 


H. Vinton, preacher; Mrs, Vinton; Miss M. Vinton, 
school-teacher. 


Amuerst (Peguan Department) —J. M. preacher; Mrs. 
Three native assistants. 


CHETTHINGSVILLE (Karen).—Ko Chetthing, native preacher; five native assistants. 


NEWVILLE Ko Pallah, “ one“ 
BooTaH “ Zau Bah Po, “ “ three “ “ 
Done Yan Pgho Bak Mee, “ two “ 
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There are, also, four out-stations, occupied each by an assistant. 

6 stations and 4 out-stations; 3 preachers, 1 preacher and printer, 3 preachers and 
teachers, 1 bookbinder, 1 female teacher, and 3 other female assistants, total, 17; and 29 
native preachers and assistants. 

Mr. Judson returned from the Isle of France with improved health in December, 1841. 


The health of Mrs. Simons and Mrs. Howard requiring a protracted voyage, they sailed 
for Bombay in October last, and will return to Maulmain in June. Mrs. Howard’s health 


is restored, but that of Mrs. Simons is but slightly improved, and the prospect of her re- 
covery is discouraging. 


The duties of the preaching department have been conducted as hereto- 
fore, except that the teachers have participated in them more extensively 
than in some former years, in consequence of the partial suspension of 
school operations. ‘The number of places for stated preaching, aside from 
out-stations, has been eleven ; three each at Maulmain and Amherst, two at 
Bootah, and one at each of the other stations. The aggregate attendance 
has averaged trom 800 to 900 persons. Added to the churches during the 

ear by baptism, fifty-five ; dismissed, one ; excluded, four; suspended four. 
*resent number of members, 581. Of these, the Karen churches em- 
brace 312. 

School Department.—Owing to various local causes, the operations of the 
school department have been greatly circumscribed. ‘The Maulmain High 
School, suspended in 1841 on account of the military occupancy of the 
premises, was re-opened in May, with fifteen pupils. The number subse- 
quently rose to fifty, and “a more promising set of young scholars was 
never in the school.” 

The Burman Theological School, under the care of Mr. Stevens, was also 
suspended in August, 1841; and, in consequence of the want of suitable 
candidates for the ministry, has not yet been recommenced. The number 
of Burman converts, from whom the native Burman ministry must be de- 
rived, is not large. ‘The Maulmain Burman church, which embodies a great 
majority of the baptized converts, contains less than 200 members. Of 
those, too, who first attended the school, some were daily employed in pub- 
lic preaching, and of others, who were expected to take their places, several 
were found, on trial, to be destitute of the requisite qualifications. A Bur- 
mese bible class is taught by Mr. Stevens on Sabbath afternoons. 

In the Eurasian schoo., taught by Mr. Simons, the number of pupils last 
reported, was forty. 

The Karen boarding-schools continued in operation the lasty rainy sea- 
son only about two months, on account of small-pox. Number of pupils, 
seventy. 

At Amherst are two schools containing sixty pupils, and a small school at 
each of the other stations except at Dong Yan. 

Printing De .—In consideration of the limited demand since the 
withdrawal of the missionaries from Burmah Proper, and the abundant sup- 
ply of books on hand, the amount of printing executed at Maulmain for | 
the year ending July 1, 1842, was only 1000 vols. and 12,000 tracts, making 
352,000 pp. ; including the first edition of Pilgrim’s Progress, translated into 
Burman by Mr. Judson; a Catechism of Scripture History, and the Exam- 
iner, prepared by Mr. Comstock; a ‘Treatise on Geometry, by Mr. Stilson ; 
and a new edition of the Father’s Advice. A Burmese Grammar, by Mr. 
Judson, has since been put to press, and the Epistles in Peguan, from 
Galatians to Hebrews, inclusively, translated by Mr. Haswell, were about 
to be printed. Also a Burmese monthly religious newspaper, under the 
editorial care of Mr. Stevens, designed specially for the benefit of native 
Christians. “Something of the kind had long been felt to be a desidera- 
tum, and especially since the Catholics are making assiduous efforts to lead 
away the Christians, both Burmans and Karens, from the faith in which 
they have been taught.” | 

he number of books and tracts distributed, was about 6000, chiefly in 
Maulmain. 
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The bindery and type foundry are in charge of Mr. Chandler, assisted, in 
the foundry, by the Chinese assistant, Avung. The number of books bound 
since the Ist of August, is 800 or 900, including 300 or more for private in- 
dividuals. A weighty objection to multiplying the number of bound books, 
has been their liability to injury from Aten and insects, Within a few 
months, a composition has been invented, which, after various experi- 
ments, Mr. C. thinks may be an effectual preservative. A part of his time 
has been applied to the construction of a rice machine, and a power mill, &c. 
By the former method, it was a day’s work to clean sixty pounds of rice, 
with a loss of twenty-six per cent. it is generally came ac by the women, 
and is very laborious. ‘The machine invented by Mr. C. performs the work 
with great facility. One has been built at Newville, another has been or- 
dered for the government, which will do the work of a hundred men; and 
there are numerous calls for others. Mr. C. proposes also to build an im- 
proved cotton gin, those which were sent from this country not being adapt- 
ed to the cotton in Burmah. Also spinning-wheels, looms, &c. The im- 
plements of husbandry, manufactures, &c., in use among the Karens, are of 
the rudest kind, and “ nothing will tend more to strengthen the tie that al- 
ready binds them to the missionaries, than to improve their social and tem- 
poral condition.” 

The Maulmain Baptist Missionary Society reports ten assistants; one 
Peguan, two Burman, two Pgho Karen, and five Sgau Karen, supported 
on their funds during the past year. Receipts for the year, more than 
1800 rupees. Of the labors of these assistants, further notice is given in 
connexion with Schools for Native Preachers and Teachers. (p. 153.) 


Rangoon Mission. 


RanGoon (Burman).— 
MavBEE, PanTAnau, &c. (Karen).— 


Macezzin, Baumer, SurMAH, BurraLo, &c. (Karen).—Myat Moung Bo 
Dih P 0, Tway Poh, &c., native assistants. yat Kyau, 4 


Of the Burman church at Rangoon, our latest information is by way of 
Maulmain. From this we are led to fear that it is in a dilapidated state, 
and exposed to the inroads of Romish emissaries. One of the Maulmain 
missionaries, it is expected, will shortly visit the place, and inquire into the 
posture of affairs, and the practicability of resuming missionary operations 
in Burmah Proper. 

Of the Karen churches in Burmah, we derive our intelligence from the 
Karen converts and assistants, who hold communication with Mr. Abbott in 
Arracan. From their reports, it appears that the churches have rest from 

ersecution, and are edified. “The Christians meet in large congregations ; 

urmese officers come in while they are at worship. ‘The assistants travel 
and preach in the most public manner, and the government look on in si- 
lence.” No one has been questioned or annoyed at Bassein. ‘The policy 
of the government appears to be, not to concern itself with the religious 
faith or rites of the Karens, provided those do not interfere with their 
civil duties. “It is reported through the country,” says Mr. Abbott, “ that 
the king, during his late visit to Rangoon, inquired concerning the Karens, 
who had embraced a foreign religion ; and, on being told that they were a 
biti people and paid their taxes, his Majesty replied, ‘Then let them 

one. 

The number of Karen converts in Burmah Proper is unknown. The 
work of grace, reported a year ago, has evidently continued with great 

ower, hole villages, it is said, are turned to God, particularly in the 
assein province ; and numerous churches are collected, with native pas- 
tors. Several hundreds of converts have passed over the Arracan moun- 
tains, mostly young and middle-aged men, to be baptized by Mr. Abbott. 
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259 were baptized by him in January and February of 1842; and from 
these, in part, were constituted the Karen churches in Arracan.~ Magezzin 
church now numbers 137, Baumee 74, Oug Kyoung 39, Surmah 21, Buffalo 
75; total in Arracan, 346. Among the converts are more than forty Pgho 
Karen families. 'The whole number of church members in connexion with 
the Rangoon Mission, as last reported, was 744. 


Tavoy Mission. 


Tavoy.—J. Wave, F. Mason, preachers; C. Bennett, preacher and printer; and 
their wives. 


Seven out-stations, and seven native assistants. 
Mereui.—L. D. L, Brayton, preachers ; Mrs. Incatus, Mrs. Brayton. 
Six out-stations, and ten native assistants. 


Total, 2 stations and 13 out-stations ; 4 preachers, 1 preacher and printer, and 5 female 
assistants; 17 native assistants. 


“ane and Mrs. Bennett arrived at Tavoy, on their return from this country, in March, 


The labors of the Tavoy missionaries have not varied, materially, from 
those of former years. Burman worship has been regularly maintained on 
the mission premises, and one Burman assistant employed in preaching and 
me ge tracts. There has also been a Burman school of” about twenty 
pupils, 

The principal attention of the mission is bestowed upon the Karens, 
The annual visits have been made to the out-stations. At most of them 
native preachers or teachers had been laboring during the year, and, gen- 
erally, with encouraging success. ‘Twelve were added to the Ya church 
by baptism, one to Toungbyouk, nine to Palouk, six to Patsauoo, and seven 
to Pyeekhya, besides one at Tavoy; total, 36. The whole number of 
churches in this connexion, is eight, and of members, 563. 

Connected with the Mergui station, are six churches, containing 190 
members. ‘Twenty-five were received during the last year by baptism, and 
nine by letter. ‘The missionaries have been principally devoted to preach- 
ing, and to efforts to improve the social and domestic condition of the Ka- 
rens by the establishment of permanent homes. A new village, called 
Ulah, has been commenced by Mr. Brayton, a short distance above the site 
of ancient Tenasserim, at which he hopes to reside with safety during the 
rainy season. At Mergui the native assistants preach daily, and an English 
service has been commenced. The schools were suspended for a time on 
account of the prevalence of small-pox. It was intended to send some na- 
tive assistants to the jungles east of 'Tenasserim, which are said to be full of 
Karens from Siam. They had heard of Jesus Christ, and that there were 
yo origi at Bangkok and Mergui, and had manifested great anxiety to see 

em. 

Printing Department.—Immediately on the arrival of Mr. Bennett at Ta- 
voy, preparations were commenced for printing Romans and some of the 
smaller Epistles, in Karen. The whole New Testament was to. be put to 
press before the close of the year. The Karen Dictionary, by Mr. Wade, 
and a Grammar, by Mr. Mason, would follow in their turn. The first num- 
ber of a Karen newspaper, “'The Morning Star,” was published in Septem- 
ber. Its contents were furnished by Mr. Mason and other missionaries, but 
it is designed to be used by native Christians also, for intercommunication 
with one another. .The specimen number is of a highly interesting char- 
acter, and the publication promises much good. i 

Tavoy Missionary Society—The Tavoy Missionary Society, which has 
been in operation eight years, supported seven native laborers the last year. 
Receipts, more than 500 rupees. Of this amount, about 50 rupees, a sum 
more than sufficient to support one of the assistants, was raised by the Pa- 
louk, Patsauoo, and Pyeekhya churches. “A few more years,” says the 
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Report of the Society, “we may confidently expect that the churches will 
support all their own teachers; and so soon as the mission is able to give 
a suitable education to these teachers, the teachers and the churches will be 
able to act of themselves independently of the missionaries.” | 

Schools for Karen Native Preachers and Teachers.—In connexion with the 
Karen schools, instruction has been given, from time to time, to some of 
the Karen converts, preparatory to their becoming preachers and teachers 
to their countrymen. ‘The importance of training up a native Karen minis- 
try has been continually pressed upon the attention of the missionaries, by 
the rapid extension of their field of labor, and the impossibility of adequately 
cultivating it without native aid. Already, within the limits of the Maul- 
main, 'Tavoy, and Rangoon Missions, embracing several hundred miles of 
territory, are from twenty to thirty Karen churches, with more than 1500 
members ; besides from 2000 to 3000 Karen converts not associated into 
churches, and tens of thousands waiting to receive the gospel; while the 
egg of American preachers specially devoted to the Karens, is only 

ve. 

In the efforts which the missionaries have been led to make for the edu- 
cation of native assistants, although necessarily of limited extent and desul- 
tory, they have been greatly encouraged by the number and character of the 
converts who may be considered worthy to receive an advanced education, 
and by the honor which God has been pleased to bestow on native instru- 
mentality, even when accompanied with almost infantile simplicity and 
weakness. “It is an unquestionable fact,” say the Maulmain Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, in their last Annual Report, “that, in connexion with the 
circulation of books and tracts, the converts brought into the several church- 
es have been introduced chiefly through the direct efforts of the native 
preachers.” Again, “The Karens of Burmah Proper have no missionary 
now residing among them, but the work commenced by the missionaries is 
powerfully going forward among them through the instrumentality of the 
native preachers and the other converts alone. So mightily, indeed, prevails 
the word of God among them, that, without doubt, could a missionary at 
this moment visit them unmolested, hundreds would unhesitatingly and joy- 
fully come forward to put on Christ in baptism.” ‘The testimony from Mr. 
Abbott, who has charge of the Rangoon Mission, is to the same effect. In 
his journal for Jan., 1842, he emer “ My confidence in the assistants is 
more and more confirmed. They are a faithful, laborious, successful, wor- 
thy set of men; and through their instrumentality the gospel is certainly 
triumphing in many parts of Burmah.” 

These general representations are fully sustained by the reports given of 
individual native laborers, employed by the missions or missionary socie- 
ties.* At the same time, it is equally well ascertained that the amount of 
scriptural knowledge acquired by even the most successful of the native 
preachers is exceedingly small, and the graces of the Christian character are, 
in many instances, very imperfectly understood and exemplified. As much 
attention has been given, perhaps, to the proper training of a native minis- 
try at Tavoy as at any other Karen station, yet Mr. Mason expresses, in a 
late communication, the following views. Speaking of the need of a greater 
number of missionaries, in order that the numerous converts may be duly 
instructed in the principles and precepts of the gospel, he says, “ But you 
will say, ‘the assistants must help.’ Alas! they are very little in advance 
of the people they are set ever; and one reason why help is so urgently re- 
quested, is, to instruct them. Of all the assistants now employed by the 
Tavoy Mission in the Karen villages, not more than one or two have had 
twelve months’ schooling, and by far the greater part not more than six. 
Because the assistants are useful, it is not, therefore, to be taken for granted 
that they are well versed in the truth. While the riches of divine grace are 
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displayed in converting Karens who know very little of Christian doctrine ; 
it is no less displayed in making very ignorant assistants instruments in the 
conversion of souls. One of the assistants, a man that was baptized by br. 
Boardman, and the most popular of all the assistants among his country- 
men, lately asked, ‘ Paul, Paul, who was Paul? Was he a Christian? Yet 
he can read, though poorly, and Acts has been in print two or three years.” 

Mr. Mason proceeds to remark on the “ gross immoralities and impropri- 
eties” into which some of the assistants have fallen in consequence of former 
depraved habits, their exceeding incapacity to manage church difficulties 
on account of their violence of temper and recklessness associated with ex- 
treme ignorance, and their often injudicious and unscriptural method of 
dealing with inquirers. “Iam sometimes led to think,” he adds, “ that the 
people are converted to the truth in spite of their teachers. Sau Pre-pau, a 
student of much promise, from Pyee-khya, told me, that a little time after 
he was awakened and went to school to the assistants there, his father and 
other relatives were anxious to have him join them in an offering to demons, 
and, when he refused to go, they told him if he would go that once, they 
would never ask him again. He felt that it was wrong, his conscience told 
him so; and to obtain some countenance to support him in his refusal, he 
went to an old chief, a man of much influence who had professed to believe, 
and asked him what he should do. ‘Qh,’ he replied, ‘it is of no conse- 
quence, just for this once.’ This did not satisfy him ; so he opened his mind 
to the assistant; when, to his surprise, the assistant did not forbid his going, 
but told him to ‘do as he liked.’ In most cases, such a course would have 
resulted in the inquirer’s destruction; but such were the powerful influ- 
ences of the Spirit on this man’s mind, that when left without support even 
from the assistant, he stood alone, and, resisting every solicitation of his 
friends, refused to go. He well remarked, ‘When I think of these things, 
and of the state of my mind at that time, truly God was drawing me!” 
Cases like these evince the necessity of providing for candidates for the 
ministry a more extended and thorough course of preparatory instruction 
and discipline. The character of the converts, notwithstanding these occa- 
sional exemplifications of dulness or of moral obliquity, is, nevertheless, as 
before intimated, such as to encourage the missionaries greatly in their 
efforts to qualify them for the work of the ministry. Says Mr. Mason, 
“Though the cases (of falling into former wicked practices,) are frequent 
enough to give us much sorrow, yet the only wonder, to me, is that they are 
so few. I doubt whether the proportion of those that have fallen, if we 
bear in mind their former depraved habits, is equal to the proportion of 
those of a corresponding character that have fallen in America.” He pro- 
ceeds to give some notices of the class of students then under his care, in 
preparation for the ministry, exhibiting their docility and growth in Chris- 
tian knowledge and virtue, when placed under a favorable process. On 
one occasion he received notes from two of his class which indicated they 
had “recently been the subjects of a deeper work of grace than they ever 
were before.” ‘The following is a copy of one from Sau Nga-tau. 


“‘T heard the word of God and believed and rejoiced exceedingly, and was baptized about 
two years ago. Yet after I became a Christian, I was still worldly minded, and thought 
that I should continue to cultivate the land. I was frequently angry, too; very different 
from what I am now; for since, I have come to study with the teacher, and the teacher 
has taught me, and the Holy Spirit has been poured upon me ; and I am very much afraid 
of myself. I think now that I have become a Christian, and if I do not do the work of 
God, I shall be like the servant that hid his Lord’s talent in the earth, and when his Lord 
came he cast him into outer darkness, where there is weeping, and wailing, and gnashing 
of teeth. Now, I think, I will do the work of God as long as I live, difficult or easy ; 
and if I suffer on God’s account, I will pray, and go on laboring to the extent of my abil- 
ity. When I think and fully consider these things, it seems to me as though God called 
me ; and that, if [do not obey, some evil will come upon me. I think, ‘Surely this is of 
the Holy Spirit, surely this is of God, and I will follow his path. I have become a har- 
vester, and I will labor in the harvest as long as I live.’ I have it in my heart to abandon 
every evil and unholy thing, and to subdue every improper feeling; and to do only the 
work of God, By night and by day I think of the goodness of God, and rejoice exceed- 


i 
ff 
| 
4 4 
> 
ine 
3 
er 
a 


1843. | Annual Report :—Asiatic Missions. 155 


ingly ; and I wish to enlighten worldly people with the light of God as long as I live. 
Stil I know that those who preach the word of God often suffer reproaches; but 1 do 
not feel afraid of that, I rather rejoice in it. Formerly, I thought I could not keep the 
words of God, that I was unable ; and when J first learned to read, I was lazy and wanted 
to run away. I played, and jested, and got angry to a very great extent, and thought that 
I could never put such things away ; but now, through the power and goodness of God, 
I have been enabled to overcome them not a little ; and for this grace I praise Him greatly, 
and ask Him for more grace, as | think I shall continually. Peaches that I may be an 
established and permanent Christian, and the Holy Spirit be with me as long as. I live, 
teach me and pray to God for me. Teacher, through thy teaching me the truth of God, 
I have obtained this much of a new heart. I never felt formerly as I do now. Because 
thou hast enlightened mine eyes with the light of God, this much of a new heart have I 
obtained. May God bless thee, and pour out his Holy Spirit upon thee; and mayest 
thou teach me, and may I learn more and more. 


To the teacher that teaches me, 
Lord, give wisdom. 

Give him a pure heart, and an enlightened mind, 
And cause him to teach me more. 

O Lord, thy instructions 

Thou hast committed to the teacher : 
Thy commands, thy instructions, 
Thou hast committed to the teacher. 
Cause him to teach me, 

And may I attend and observe. 

Thy holiness, O Lord! 

Pour it out upon us. 

O Lord! according to thy will 

Cause me to serve thee. 

O God! give me wisdom, 

And I will do thy work. 

Such a servant of God as Paul was, 
So make me. 

O Lord! excite my heart; 

Teach me, and I will serve thee.” 


* Have you ever met,” Mr. Mason exclaims, “with pupils more interest- 
ing than such as these, civilized or uncivilized? Is it not cruel, then, to 
leave such pupils without teachers? And what is the reason that such pu- 
pils have not been multiplied tenfold, that our little churches might now be 
enjoying the advantages of enlightened and devoted native pastors? The 
lack of teachers; THE LACK OF TEACHERS.” 


Mission to Siam. 


BancKox (Siamese Department).—J. 'T. Jones, preacher; R. D. Davenport, 
preacher and printer; their wives, and Mrs. C. W. SLAFTER. 


Department).—J. GoppARD, preacher; Mrs.Gopparp. Keok Cheng, Chin 
, native assistants. 


1 station ; 2 preachers, 1 preacher and printer, and 4 female assistants ; 2 nat. assistants. 


Mr. Dean and family left Bangkok for China in February, 1842, his health requiring a 
change of climate, and they are now connected with the mission at Hongkong. 


Since Mr. Jones’s return to Siam, his principal employment has been in 
the translation and printing departments, particularly the revision and pub- 
lication of portions of the Siamese New Testament. Mr. Davenport has de- 
voted considerable time to the work of distribution. A small Siamese 
school has been taught by Mrs. Slafter. 

In the Chinese department, since the withdrawal of Mr. Dean, Mr. God- 
dard has bestowed increased attention on labors among the people, visiting, 

reaching, &c., in which he has been aided by the native assistants. He 
hag also in charge a small class of theological students, whose progress gives 
much satisfaction. Repeated tours have been made, with good encourage- 
ment, for tract distribution. The church has had an increase of two mem- 
bers by baptism. The whole number of Chinese baptized in Siam is 
eighteen, of whom four have removed to China, and one has died: present 
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number, 13. The. supposed Siamese convert has proved unworthy of his 
tl ¥ profession, and has been excluded ; but there are a few promising inquirers. 
oe The following works have been printed in Siamese the year ending 

June, 1842, 
Se Luke, 3000 copies. 
Romans, 

Bia: Parables of the Lord Jesus, 3d ed., 9,500 copies. 

Story of Daniel, 3d “ 10,000 


and Summary of Christianity, 5th “ 


The gospel by John, has also been put to press, and a small edition of 
“ Grammatical Notices.” 


The following is a list of Chinese publications for the same period. 


* 


Temperance Tract, 500 copies, 11,000 8vo. pp. 
History of Elijah, 1000“ 
The Two Friends, 750 — 
: Catechism, by Dr. Milne, revised, 1300 “ 53,300 “ é# 
Inquirer’s Guide, 1000“ 18,000 “ 
Three Character Book, 600 “ 8,000 18mo. “ 
Gospel Summary, by Mr. Dyer, 800“ 1,000 12mo. “ 


The mission continue their anxious appeals for reinforcement. 'T'wo ad- 
ditional laborers at least are urgently needed. “'The way is open and pre- 
pared,—the field abundantly large,—and there are native helpers who will 
assist much, if any one will come and superintend their labors.” Much en- 
couragement is derived from the manifest change which has taken place in 
the Siamese views as to their sacred books, and the claims of Christianity, 
growing out of their intercourse with foreigners, and acquaintance with 


some of the principles of foreign science. Mr. Jones remarks on this sub- 
ject, April, 1842,— 


“The Siamese list of books age regarded as sacred, and as ground of ultimate de- 
cision in matters of their religion, is the same as the Burmese list. On showing this list 
to one of the most intelligent and candid priests of the country, a few days since, he at 
once disposed of nearly two-thirds of them, by saying that they were not to be regarded 
as of any authority whatever. I learn, from various sources, that several hundreds of the 
most influential priests adopt the same views, and that they are daily spreading among 
different classes of people. All these hail the appearance of the Golden Balance as aux- 
iliary to their sentiments. Though they are still reluctant to adopt those views which 
are peculiar to christianity,—with them the ground of controversy is narrowed exceed- 
ingly. It must relate, principally, to the metempsychosis and eventual annihilation, or 
the doctrine of a probation here and endless joy or wo hereafter. They say, were they 
satisfied of a future endless state of rewards and punishments, they could but rejoice in 
the reception of christianity, as the only system which provides for the forgiveness of sin. 
Sinners, they acknowledge themselves to be, and readily grant that Budhism provides no 
means or hopes of pardon. It would not be surprising, if these various disagreeing views 
should materially facilitate the spread of truth. They will lead to discussion, and awaken 
minds naturally dormant. They will accustom men to think, and thinking seems to be 
one of the first advances towards christianity. I speak now of intellectual processes.— 
I do not forget the agency required to renovate the heart.” 


Mission to China. 


HoneKone.—J. L. Souck, W. Dean, preachers; and their wives. Hok Heng, na- 
tive assistant. 


Cuexcuu.—lI. J. Roperts, preacher. 
On his way to the mission, D. J. Maccoway, physician. 
2 stations ; 3 preachers, 1 physician, and 2 female assistants; 1 native assistant. 


The missionaries to China have been constituted into a distinct mission 


iF since the last annual meeting of the Board; and the seat of the mission 
i transferred from Macao to the island of Hongkong. The following very 

Hie satisfactory review of its establishment and progress is from the annual 

Ba, report of the mission, dated at Hongkong Jan. 1, 1843. 
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“« Messrs. Shuck and Roberts took up their residence on this island in March, 1842, 
the former at MONE ORG, and the latter at Chekcht on the south side of the island. 
Funds were soon raised by the liberality of the residents and gentlemen visiting the 
place, sufficient for building two chapels, which have been erected under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Shuck. The first is a brick building of two stories, located among the 
Chinese shops in the bazar. The basement is occupied for the storage of books, and the 
accommodation of a block-cutter and printer, and the upper story is fnished off and fur- 
nished for a place of phe and will accommodate sixty or eighty persons. The other 
is situated on the Queen’s Road, from which it takes its name, and occupies a central 

osition in the town, and affords a commanding view of the harbor. It is a substantial 

uilding, with two vestry rooms and a belfry and bell, having the body of the house well 
fitted up and commodiously furnished for an assembly of more than a hundred persons. 
A mission house has also been completed, which affords comfortable accommodation to 
two families, and a second house of similar construction, but smaller dimensions, is in a 
state of forwardness, and may be finished ina month. These buildings, except the bazar 
chapel, are erected on grounds granted by government for benevolent purposes. 

“On the 15th of May, a church was constituted under the pastoral care of Mr. Shuck, 
including two Americans and one English soldier baptized by himself, together with a 
number of men from the army baptized in Burmah and other places. There are now on 
the church records, besides missionaries, nine names. Some of them have received let- 
we of dismission as they have removed, while others have come in to supply their 

ace. 

“The bazar chapel was opened for divine service on the last Lord’s day in June, and the 
Queen’s Road chapel was dedicated on the 19th of July. In the latter, English service 
has been conducted each Sabbath morning at 11 o’clock, also a prayer meeting on Thurs- 
day, and a bible class on Sunday afternoon. The chapel is now furnished with lamps, 
and instead of the bible class there will be preaching on Sabbath evening. In conduct- 
ing pana worship, the missionaries have all shared a part, and the attendance has been 
gradually increasing up to the close of the year. 

“« Mr. Shuck has worship in Chinese on Friday evening and Sabbath morning, attended 
by teachers and domestics, and preaching on Sunday at 2 o’clock, Pp. M., attended by about 
one hundred Chinese. ‘The assemblies on these occasions have conducted with great 
propriety, and paid an interested attention to the word spoken, while the whole circum- 
stances attending, afford encouraging prospects of usefulness. In conducting these exer- 
cises, Mr. Shuck has received some aid from his teacher, a man who affords some evi- 
dence of being taught of God, and also for a portion of the year had under his supervision 
an assistant from the church in Siam, who has been employed chiefly in distributing 
books and conversing with the people. A few scholars have been under Mrs. Shuck’s 
instruction during the year, who have made encouraging progress in the various element- 
ary branches of an English education. 

“ About the time Mr. Shuck removed to Hongkong, Mr. Roberts took up his residence 
at Chekchu on the south side of the island. This village contains eight or ten h: ~dred 
Chinese, who are divided among the Canton, Kek and Tiéchit dialects. A number of 
junks visit this place mostly from the Huichid and Tiéchit districts. The English have 
there barracks for four hundred men, a good hospital building, and accommodation for 
several officers. A company of European soldiers have been stationed there during the 
season. Mr. Roberts has conducted religious worship both in English and Chinese on 
the Sabbath, and has daily visited from house to house, and at the cottage and by the 
wayside has gained a listening ear to the gospel. The inhabitants of the village are fa- 
miliar with his object, and receive him in friendly terms to their houses, and often on his 
approach call together a little group of their friends to listen to the new doctrine. He 
has also extended his visits to the neighboring villages, and been furnished with refresh- 
ments by day and shelter by night by the Chinese, while he has thus carried the gospel 
to the door of many who never before heard of the Savior. In these labors he has been 
assisted by a Chinese disciple whom he baptized at Chekchu, as well as by his teacher, 
who so far yields to the truth as to be willing to read and explain the scriptures to his 
countrymen. One of the disciples from Siam spent a few weeks at Chekcht under Mr. 
Roberts’s care. He has also had a Chinese school under his superintendence for a part 
of the year. A house has been secured there affording accommodation for a school and 
divine service. 

‘Mr. Dean arrived in China from Siam in April, and after visiting Hongkong and Chek- 
chu left his family in Macao while he was absent about three months on a visit to Ku- 
Jangst and Chusan. About two months were spent at the latter place, and ten days at 
the former. While there he went in company with others to the city of Amoy. Here, 
though previous to the panes, he met a friendly reception from the people. Thongh 
their curiosity was much excited and multitudes followed them, yet the greatest respect 
was shown, while some of the boys volunteered to herald them through the city as 
‘teachers from the land that bears the flowery banner.’ While at Chusan, an opportu- 
nity was enjoyed of learning something of the domestic habits of the people in their na- 
tive country, and of gathering much valuable information about Ningpo, Shanghai, and 
other places visited by the English. For the passage to and from Amoy and Chusan, Mr. 
' Dean is indebted to the kindness and generosity of the captain and supercargo of the 
Lowell, the first American vessel which visited the eastern coast of China. 
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“ Soon after returning to Macao, Mr. Dean removed his family to Hongkong on the 
24th of Oct., where he soon commenced a course of instruction among the few Chinese 
of the place who speak the Tiéechiu dialect. He has met from five to ten Chinese at his 
study daily for religious worship, who have joined with him in reading the scriptures, and 
listened attentively to an explanation of the word of God. At the opening of divine ser- 
vice at the vestry for this class of men, seven were present. ‘The number gradually in- 
creased till want of room obliged them to remove to the bazar chapel, where, last Sab- 
bath, the assembly numbered more than forty. ‘They readily conform to the common 
— of a religious ee kneeling in prayer, and pay a silent and sober attention 
to the gospel, and appear to be a more teachable class of Chinese than most of their 
countrymen. The two native Christians who came from Bangkok speak this dialect, and 
afford important aid in these introductory efforts. A few huts on shore, and fifty or sixty 
sa]t junks and smaller boats in the harbor occupied by these men, have been visited for 
the purpose of religious instruction and the distribution of tracts. In two or three in- 
stances, a fleet of fifteen or twenty junks passing on their way from Canton to Tiéchid 
have called here for a day and afforded an opportunity for visiting the men on their junks 
and taking them to the mission house, and thus the first ideas of Christianity have been 
communicated to many. The number of this class of men is increasing at Hongkong, 
but it yet remains to be decided whether a sufficient number will settle here to claim the 
labors of a missionary permanently, while so many populous cities are destitute of the 
word of life. 

“ Hongkong is a hilly island, situated in lat. 22° 15’ N., and long. 114° 10'E. The 
Chinese boats, with a fair wind, sail to Macao in twelve hours, to Canton in twenty-four 
hours, to the district of Tiéchid in two days, and to Amoy in three or four days. At the 
occupancy of Hongkong by the English in Jan., 1841, the Chinese population of the 
island was estimated at about seven thousand. Since that time, the number of inhabi- 
tants has greatly increased, perhaps quadrupled. ‘These are scattered around the island 
in eighteen or twenty little villages or hamlets, where the people gain a livelihood by 
fishing or stone-cutting, there being but little arable land on the island; while the bazar 
in Hongkong is supplied from the mainland with every necessary for the wants of the 


people.” 


The missionaries remark as follows, in respect to their increased oppor- 
tunities for direct missionary labors. 


“So far as relates to China directly, we have hitherto been chiefly employed in pre- 
paratory work. Years of laborious application to the language have been gladdened by 
the hope that the results might be turned to some account in the future, while we have 
endeavored to improve the present in imparting instruction to the Chinese as our capa- 
city and opportunities would allow. Some knowledge of Christianity has been communi- 
cated, and we hope by the Divine blessing some souls have been converted through its 
instrumentality. But we come now to a new era in the history of our missionary labors. 
Instead of devoting our chief attention to indirect and preparatory work, we are, to some 
extent, enabled to bring our efforts to bear directly upon the people 5 instead of commu- 
nicating our instructions mainly through the instrumentality of tracts, we are indulged 
with the more satisfactory and successful mode of preaching the gospel by the word of 
mouth ; and instead of confining our endeavors to the less intelligent, though numerous 
inhabitants of towns and cities which have been formed by emigration, we are now offer- 
ed an intercourse with the more promising portion of the people,and the unnumbered 
millions inhabiting the homes of their forefathers.”’ 


Mission to Arracan. 


RamreE.—G, S. Comstock, preacher; Mrs. Comstock. Moung Net, and other 
Burman assistants. 


Axyas.—L. StiLson, preacher; Mrs. St1Lson. 

Sanpoway.—(Karen.) E. L. Apspott, preacher; Mrs. ABBoTT.* 

In this country, E. Kincaip, preacher; Mrs. Kincarp. 

3 stations ; 4 preachers, and 4 female assistants ; several native assistants. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kincaid left Akyab on their return to this country in October; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Stilson were transferred to Akyab from Ramree in their stead. 


At the date of our last information (Dec.,) Mr. Stilson was about to revisit 
the Kemmees, a hill tribe residing on the Koladan river and its tributaries, 
about 150 miles north of Akyab. An acquaintance was first formed with 
this interesting tribe in May, 1841, at which time Mr. Kincaid was visited by 


* The native assistants are mentioned in connection with the Rangoon Mission. 
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the “ mountain chief,” and several of his people. A few months afterwards, 
Mr. Kincaid received a letter from the chief and thirteen subordinate chiefs, 
stating that they were “anxious to know the true God and be taught the 
true book ;” giving, also, the names of 273 children, whom they wished to 
place in school if Mr. K. would come to their mountains. They said that 
they and their people for ages had been without the knowledge of God and 
his law,—that they had no books, and could, therefore, neither read nor 
write, &c. “ Our sons and our daughters we shall deliver over to you, to 
be taught, if you will have compassion on us.” A second petition to the 
same effect was received in December. Soon afterwards Messrs. Kincaid 
and Stilson ascended the Koladan and Moe rivers to the residence of 
“ Chetza,” and received a most cordial welcome. On being told that they 
would study the language and teach him and his people the knowledge of 
God, he said that their decision gave him more joy than if he had received 
thousands of gold and silver. “If we have the knowledge of God, I shall 
die in peace.” He had erected a convenient zayat for their reception, and 
was solicitous to build them immediately a spacious house. A second visit, 
of two or three months, was made by Mr. Stilson and family in January 
and months following; with the view of obtaining a sufficient knowledge 
of the language to reduce it to writing. He found the language exceedingly 
simple, and, with the assistance of a teacher, wrote out about one third of 
its words. Mr. Stilson had previously reduced to writing the language of 
the Khyens, who inhabit the hill country to the south of the Kemmees. 
The number of the Kemmees is not known. Their villages are said to be 
very numerous along the Koladan and its tributaries two hundred miles, 
The population of the cluster of villages near the residence of the mountain 
chief, is about 3000. 

The labors of the missionaries among the Burman population of Arracan 
have been continued as in former years. The first convert at Ramree was 
baptized by Mr. Comstock in February, 1842. He was a Mussulman, and 
had been an attentive hearer of the gospel from the commencement of the 
mission. ‘The number of church members is ten. ‘Two were baptized at 
Akyab in June, 1841, and the church numbers seventeen. The church at 
Cruda has eight or ten members. 

The missionaries have devoted a part of their time to the preparation of 
tracts, school books, &c., which are sent to Maulmain for publication. A 
series of lithograph maps with Burman names has been commenced by Mr. 
Stilson. One, of Palestine, very neatly executed, has been received ; also a 
copy of the first tune printed for the use of the Burmese. A synopsis of a 
course of instruction for Karen assistants, by Mr. Abbott, has also been pre- 
pared for publication, on the being and attributes of God, creation, redemp- 
tion, resurrection, eternity, the Christian church, its officers and its ordi- 
nances. The number of Karen students for the ministry under the charge 
of Mr. Abbott during the rainy season was about thirty. (See p. 151.) 


Mission to Assam. 


S1nsacor.—N. Brown, C. BarKER, preachers ; and their wives. Ramsagar, native 
assistant. 


Jarpar.—O. T. Currer, printer; Mrs. Currer. Nidhi Levi, native assistant. 


Noweona.—M. Bronson, preacher; Mrs. Bronson. Caleb and Peter, native as- 
sistants. 


3 stations ; 3 preachers, 1 printer, and 4 female assistants ; 4 native assistants, 


The occupation of Sibsagor and Nowgong as missionary stations, was 
mentioned in our last Report. The former is situated on the right bank of 
the Dikho river, opposite Rangpur, and about ten miles from the Brahma- 
putra in a straight line. It was first occupied by Mr. Barker in May, 1841. 
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Population about 8000. Mr. Bronson removed from Jaipur to Nowgong in 
October following. This is a government station of a district of the same 
name, and stands on the Kallang, an arm of the Brahmaputra, sixty or 
eighty miles eastward of Gowahati. Both stations are in the midst of a 
dense population, with numerous villages, of easy access, in every direc- 
tion; and the opportunities for preaching and tract distribution are abun- 
dant and highly encouraging. “’'The people in the Sibsagor (or Jorhat) dis- 
trict, and wherever I have visited,” says Mr. Cutter, “ have been always ready 
to listen to the preaching of the gospel, and have received our books with 
eagerness and pleasure. ‘They are also very desirous to have schools estab- 
lished in the principal places,—and, in fact, in nearly all the villages.” Sim- 
ilar representations are received from all the missionaries. 

In addition to preathing and distribution of tracts, the attention of the 
missionaries has been given to the preparation of books and the estab- 
lishment of schools. ‘The translation of Acts into Assamese was completed 
by Mr. Brown in April, 1842, and has been carried through the press ; also 
the gospel by John. The whole New Testament, in Assamese, it is ex- 
pected, will be prepared for publication during the current year. A read- 
ing book, in Assamese, prepared by Mrs. Brown, has also been published ; 
and several books, and tracts, and the story of Joseph and his brethren, 
have been translated from the Bengali, by Bibhuram. A part of Mr. Bron- 
son’s time has been occupied in translating from the Bengali, in connexion 
with the native assistants. 

The schools are in a prosperous condition. One for girls, taught by 
Mrs. Barker, contains fifteen or twenty scholars. “The children are uni- 
formly disposed to come, but the prejudice of parents against the education 
of females is very strong. In one case the mother, to prevent its child 
attending the school, sold it for three rupees.” 'The school at Nowgong 
was opened in April, 1842, and is taught by a young native assistant, 
late of the Intally Native Christian Institution, at Calcutta. It is wholly 
under a religious influence, and numbers about eighty pupils. 


Mission to the Teloogoos. 


Netrore.—S. Day, S. Van Hosen, preachers; and their wives) —— McCarthy 
and Elisha, native assistants. 


1 station ; 2 preachers, and 2 female assistants ; 2 native assistants. 


The members of the Teloogoo Mission have been prosecuting their work 
amidst many embarrassments, especially from sickness the past year, but 
not without encouragement. “The work is begun—the influence of the 
mission God has caused to be felt, in some degree, far around. The pre- 
cious gospel has been preached in the hearing of many thousands—portions 
of scripture and evangelical tracts have been scattered as on the wings of 
the wind to distant places, and there are good reasons to believe that many 
persons, who three years ago had never heard a single truth of the gospel, 
are now reading, thinking, and conversing about the things they have 
heard and read ; and that some are seriously canvassing the subject of sal- 
vation by Christ.” The assistants, who are also under a course of instruc- 
tion, give promise of becoming valuable fellow-laborers ; and the schools, 
both in the town and the mission compound, have made good progress. 
Repeated opportunities for attending religious festivals, to preach and dis- 
tribute tracts, have beer improved, and other excursions made to villages 
near and distant. “ The city itself, being the resort of thousands of Teloo- 
goos from towns and country, inland and far distant, furnishes extensive fa- 
cilities for the promulgation of the gospel, both by preaching, and the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures and religious tracts.” At the date of our last 
information, December, 1842, the missionaries were expecting shortly to 
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organize a mission church. Besides the mission circle, there were nine 
who cherished hope in Christ. One of the pupils of the school gave, also, 
evidence of conversion to God. 


RECAPITULATION. 


The number of missions under the direction of the Board, is, in 
North America 7, in Europe 3, in Africa 1, and in Asia 8; 
total 19. ‘The Otoe and Ava Missions have been discontinued, 
and the Siam and China Mission has been constituted into two mis- 
sions. ‘lhe number of stations and out-stations is about 80; of 
American missionaries and assistants, including 44 preachers, 103 ; 
and of native preachers and assistants about 115. Seven mission- 
aries and assistants have been sent to the Indian Missions, and one 
missionary physician to China; and three native assistants have 
been appointed ; besides native assistants in Asia. Six mission- 
aries and assistants, and two native assistants, have retired from the 
Indian missions ; and one missionary and assistant from the Bassa 
Mission ; exclusive of native Asiatic assistants. One native preach- 
er has died. 

The number of churches in connexion with the missions, is 77 ; 
baptisms reported the last year, 898. Whole number of church 
members about 4000. 

The publications of the Board are the Baptist Missionary Maga- 
zine, 5000 copies; and the Macedonian, 20,000 copies. ‘The 
number of collecting agents employed the whole or part of the year, 
is seven. Receipts, consisting of donations, legacies, and interest, 
$47,151 06; expenditures $55,138 46.—Excess of expenditures 
above receipts $7,987 40. Present balance against the Board, 
$14,859 16. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 


7B Expenditures* of the Board during the year ending April 1, 1843. 
MISSIONS IN ASIA. 


MAULMAIN MISSION. 


Remittances, 7,800 00 
; Printing and binding materials, 222 51 
— Sundry payments and purchases, 1,315 31 
9,337 82 
‘ TAVOY MISSION. 
_ Remittances, 3,500 00 
mS 3 Payment of drafts and purchases, 1,289 98 
4,789 98 
ARRACAN MISSION. 
Remittances, 3,500 00 
i Sundry payments, 72 06 
3,572 06 
ASSAM MISSION. 
Remittances, 3,500 00 
Hy Binding materials, 145 00 
4 Sundry purchases and payments, 634 46 
i 4,279 46 
4 SIAM MISSION. 
Remittances, 3,600 00 
- 204 reams of printing paper, 475 00 
< Printing and binding materials, 123 60 
es Sundry purchases and payments, 210 12 
mt 4,408 72 
CHINA MISSION. 
=e Remittances, 3,500 00 
- | Passage of Dr. Macgowan to Canton, 250 00 
_ Outfit of do., 117 00 
Ee Sundry payments, 38 40 
_ 3,905 40 
3 * Including appropriations from the American and Foreign Bible Society, the Ameri- 
_— can Tract Society, and the United States Government. 
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TELOOGOO MISSION. 


Remittances, 2,733 34 
Sundry payments, 30 00 


MISSION IN WEST AFRICA. 


BASSA MISSION. 


Payment of drafts, 
Passage and other expenses attending Mr. and Mrs. Con- 


2,348 82 


stantine’s return to America, ; 228 90 
Sundry expenses incurred for Mr. Crocker, during his sick- 

ness in this country the past year, 275 00 
Sundry purchases, | 511 53 


MISSIONS IN EUROPE. 


GREEK MISSION. 


Remittances, 3,400 00 
Sundry purchases, 68 94 
GERMAN MISSION. 
Remittances, ' 4,908 21 
Sundry payments, 30 76 
MISSION TO FRANCE. 
Remittances, 2,194 41 
Sundry payments, 34 80 
INDIAN MISSIONS IN NORTH AMERICA. 
SHAWANOES. 
Printing materials, 29 00 
Drafts and other payments, 1,854 18 
OTTAWAS. 
Drafts and other payments, 
DELAWARES. 
Payment of drafts, 
OJIBWAS. 

Miss Harriet H. Morse’s outfit, and travelling expenses to 

the station, 119 90 
Drafts and other payments, 2,478 10 
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2,763 34 


3,364 25 


8,468 94 


4,938 97 


2,229 21 


1,883 18 


1,557 58 


464 50 


2,598 00 
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CHEROKEES. 
; One standing press, 165 00 
Drafts and other payments, 2,275 65 
- Outfit and travelling expenses to the station, of Mr. Thomas 
2 Frye, Miss Sarah H. Hibbard, and Miss Elizabeth 8. 
ll Morse, 684 66 
; 3,125 31 
TONAWANDAS, &c. 
4 Remittances, 400 00 
ii 
AGENCIES, SALARIES, &c. 
e Services of Rev. J. B. Brown 14 months, ending Jan. 1, 1843, 
ay) at $600 per annum, 700 00 
a? “s do. 38 months, ending April 1, 1848, at $500 per 
annum, 125 00 
Travelling expenses of do. 17 months, 177 59 
“e Rev. Alfred Bennett 1 year, ending Feb. 1, 1843, 600 00 
Travelling expenses of do., 80 12 
se Rev. L. Hayden 34 months, ending Nov. 1, 1842, 
at $500 per annum, 145 83 
Travelling expenses of do., 23 59 
“e Rev. Silas Bailey 3 months, ending March 1, 1843, 
me at $600 per annum, 150 00 
¢ Travelling expenses of do., 45 16 
Rev. Zenas Case, 10 00 
i, s Rev. James Gillpatrick, 27 00 
‘ “s Rev. Dr. Bolles 6 months, at $800 per annum, 400 00 
Rev. 8. Peck 12 months, 1,200 00 
fe “s Rev. Dr. Pattison 12 months, 1,200 00 
Clerks for ‘I'reasurer and Secretaries, 1,206 25 
: ae Messenger and porter, 150 00 
# Travelling expenses of the Secretaries and other members of 
} / the Board, in attending State Conventions, Associations, 
; and various other meetings, A471 79 
jt 6,712 33 
| PUBLICATIONS. 
: On account of the Baptist Missionary Magazine, 1,228 65 
4 Gratuitous distribution ** es os 900 copies, 450 00 
. Printing Annual Reports, blank cards, form of account, re- 
i ceipts, and bills of exchange, | 822 00 
a 2,000 65 
GENERAL PURPOSES. 
- | Rent of rooms, 380 00 
«ae Stationery, blank books, large desk and table, periodicals, 
Fae stove, wood, coal, and oil, 284 86 
hci Freight, wharfage, cartage, boxes, &e., 296 03 
| Services of Agent in London, 48 50 
Sundry incidental expenses, ___. 29 18 
Postage, 804 24 
Insurance, 26 75 
1,369 56 
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PREMIUM AND DISCOUNT. 
Discount on uncurrent bank notes, loss on southern and western ex- 
change, and commission for collecting drafts, 429 20 f 
Hannah Harpham’s annuity for two years, 100 00 
Paid counsel, as per receipt of Rev. John Smitzer, in attending to the 
Will of Mrs. Chandler, 40 00 2 
67,738 46 
Balance for which the Board was in debt April 1, 1842, 6,871 76 
$74,610 22 


Receipt of the Board during the year ending April 1, 1843. 


Donations designated for Burman mission, 1,408 49 - ae | 

Burman schools, 505 84 | 

Burman bible, 45 94 

Burman tracts, 66 99 

Burman native preachers, 150 00 

‘¢ Karen mission, 643 67 

“6 Karen bible, 7 00 

ss Karen native preachers, 145 27 

.** Karen schools, 214 25 

China mission, 178 03 

‘¢ China schools, 55 55 : 

Siam mission, 68 O1 

Total for missions in Asia, 3,489 04 i. 

Greek mission, 2 00 

‘¢ French mission, 7 25 

“ German mission, 227 08 

‘6 66 African mission, 313 64 

Indian missions, 882 44 

General purposes, 40,056 86 

44,548 31 

Legacies, 1,334 73 

Interest on permanent fund of $20,000, at 6 per ct., 1,200 00 Sg 

Balance of interest on temporary loans, 68 02 ae 

1,268 02 ame 

$47,151 06 a 

Received from the American and Foreign Bible Society, 

For publishing the scriptures in China, 1,500 00 ae 

‘6 ‘6 ‘6 ‘6 Greece, 1,000 00 

“ “s for the Teloogoos, 500 00 

6,000 00 


a 
ia 


166 Report of the Treasurer. [June, 
7). Received from the American Tract Society, 
-_ For tracts in Siam, 600 00 
ss Burmah, 800 00 
ss Greece, 200 00 
ss 66 Germany, 600 00 
Ts Received from the United States Government, 
For the Ottawas, 700 00 
‘¢ Ojibwas, 1,700 00 
Education of Indians, 2,000 00 
te 4,400 00 
59,751 06 
bu Balance for which the Board is in debt April 1, 1848, 14,859 16 
$74,610 22 
E. E 
H. LINCOLN, Treasurer. 
| is a Boston, April 21, 1843. 
a. The undersigned, a Committee to andit the Treasurer’s account, of which the 
op foregoing is an abstract, have with great care performed the duty assigned them, by 
ee the particular examination of more than five hundred and fifty bills and receipts as 
Te vouchers, and find the same correctly entered and cast, showing a balance of 
mi $14,859 16, for which the Board was in debt April 1, 1848. 
N. W. WituraMs, 
Wiviiam Leverett, auditors 
f : The undersigned have also examined the evidence of the permanent fund of 
Boe ‘ twenty thousand dollars, for the support of the Secretaries, and find the same to be 
satisfactorily invested. 
N. W. WriuraMs, 
‘e Boston, April 21, 1848. 
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APPENDIX. 


A. 
Address of the Board, adopted Nov. 2, 1840. 


The Board of Managers of the Baptist General Convention for Foreign Missions 


have observed, with painful interest, indications of a tendency on the part of some 


of their beloved brethren and coadjutors, to withdraw from the missionary connec- 
tion in which they have been happily associated for many years. And they are 
constrained by their sense of duty to the interests entrusted to their care, by their 
love to the Redeemer and the sou!s for whom he died, and by their affectionate re- 
gard towards all who at any time have extended their aid to the Foreign Missionary 
cause, to remind their brethren of the design of their association and the principles 
on which it was formed and has been conducted. 

The primary and exclusive object of the founders of the General Convention, as 
expressed in the preamble to the constitution, was to ‘‘ send the glad tidings of sal- 
vation to the heathen, and to nations destitute of pure gospel light.’’ For the pro- 
secution of this one object the Board of Managers was created, and empowered to 
act on their behalf ; and to this alone (with the exception of a temporary, author- 
ized, divergence to Home Missions and Education, ) have the operations of the Board 
down to the present moment been restricted. So deeply, indeed, have the Board 
been impressed with the vastness and importance of this object, and with their re- 
sponsibility for its faithful prosecution, that they have strenuously withstood every 
influence that threatened to turn them aside from it, and have even refrained from 
what would have been deemed by some a justifiable expression of their sentiments 
on controverted subjects, lest an unfavorable reaction should result therefrom upon 
the interests of this endeared and sacred cause. 

Corresponding with the oneness of the object for which the Convention was or- 
ganized, is the simplicity of the terms on which codperation for its accomplishment 
may be proffered and received. Our venerated fathers who constituted the origi- 
nal Convention, contemplating in the new organization the prosecution of the For- 
eign Missionary enterprise alone, and justly appreciating the vast extent of the 
work and the demands which it would make upon the sympathies and resources of 
all benevolent hearts within the bounds of the community whom the Convention 
was designed to represent, were careful to Jay ne obstruction in the way of any in- 
dividual who might be disposed to communicate to its funds, nor any restriction on 
the liberty of counsel or direction in its concerns, further than was judged indispen- 
sable to their efficient and safe administration. ‘Their purpose, distinctly avowed 
in the preamble alluded to, was the * eliciting, combining, and directing the ener- 
gies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort.’?? And it was with evident 
reference to this proposed universality of interest and effort that they assumed the 
comprehensive designation, ‘*‘ 'The General Convention of the Baptist Denomina- 
tion in the United States,’ ete. In accordance with this design of securing the 
widest possible coperation, the provisions for the admission of members into the 
Convention were made exceedingly simple and few. By the constitution as it now 
stands, and has always stood, the right to a seat or representation in the Conven- 
tion is based only on two conditions: Ist, That the religious body or the individ- 
ual be of the Baptist denomination ; and 2d, That the same shall have contributed 
to the treasury of the Convention a specified annual sum. For the appointment to 
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the Board, the individual, being a member of one of the religious bodies represented 
in the Convention, must also ** be a member of some Baptist church.’? Beyond 
these specifications it was deemed inexpedient to go. 

Such being the design of the organization of the Convention, and such the prin- 
ciples on which codperation may be tendered and accepted, the Board are unable to 
discover any sufficient reason for the withdrawal of support on the part of any of 
their contributors, in view of facts or considerations wholly extrinsic and irrelevant. 
That the influences which at the present time are apparently set toward this result, 
are wholly irrelevant and should be steadfastly withstood, is evident not only in 
view of the object and principles of the Convention above stated, but from a just 
consideration of the relations and responsibilities of the Board. ‘These relations and 
responsibilities have to some extent been misapprehended by brethren near and re- 
mote, and the cgnsequence of the misapprehension has been to hold the Board ac- 
countable for things done and not done, in relation to all of which alike the Board 
has done nothing, because it had nothing to do. With respect to such things the 
Board has, so to speak, neither a name nor existence. Its vitality and power are 
wholly derived, and can by its present constitution act only to one end. As to all 
other intents and purposes, the Board can have power and will, only when first it 
shall have been endued with them by the Convention, from whom it emanates, 
The Board is the executive of the Convention : the Convention alone is legislative. 
It is the province of the Board simply to carry into effect the will of the Convention. 

These principles, the principles on which the Convention and the Board are con- 
stituted, and according to which only they can rightfully in their separate capacities 
act, are clearly defined in the constitution and laws which the Convention has 
framed. And by provision of the same constitution, they can be modified or re- 
pealed by the will of the Convention only, duly expressed. ‘The Board has, for in- 
stance, no discretionary or dispensing power as to the receipt of contributions. 
Their duty is distinctly prescribed, and it simply is to receive all moneys contribu- 
ted for Foreign Missions to their funds, from whatever source they come, and to 
disburse them with all fidelity for the ends to which they are designated by the 
contributors. ‘The same general remarks are in point as it respects the qualifica- 
tions for membership either in the Convention or the Board. What the qualifica- 
tions are, as defined by the constitution, we have stated. The Board cannot 
change them ; nor can it set them at nought. It has, in truth, no capacity to act 
in regard to them, further than to supply its own vacancies. It has no power of 
excision. ‘The Convention appoints its own Board, triennially, in view of the quali- 
fications which itself prescribes ; and appoints whom it pleases. 

There is still another subject to which the attention of the Board has been called 
by some of their respected contributors—lying yet more widely aside from the 
sphere of their appropriate operations ; and if in alluding to it they break the silence 
of their neutrality, it is only that by ‘ defining their position’? they may relieve the 
embarrassing uncertainty of brethren, northern and southern, and secure to them- 
selves, through the divine blessing, their wonted freedom from extraneous anxieties 
in the furtherance of their own peculiar work. We refer to the continuance of 
Christian fellowship between northern and southern churches. 

The view entertained by the Board as to the relevancy of this subject to the 
work of Foreign Missions, has already been indicated. It does not come under 
their cognizance in any form ; nor, they may be permitted to add, within the scope 
of the General Convention, with its present constitution. There is, in fact, no 
body, ecclesiastical or civil, empowered to act in this particular on behalf of the 
churches interested. The churches are independent communities ; they can exer- 
cise no authority over one another ; they have delegated no power to individuals or 
associations, within the knowledge of the Board, to act for them. The members of 
the Board are also members of many different churches. In their respective 
churches they act, or may act,—and as individuals also,—in reference to this and 
other matters pertaining to church relations ; but as a Board of the Convention for 
Foreign Missions, they can say and do nothing. Such is the position assigned to 
them in their appointment to the Board ; as such they acceded to it ; and from it 
they have never, in any form, nor in any degree, swerved. 'They have desired 
and have sought to keep distinct, things that are disconnected ; and, as men faith- 
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ful to themselves, and as a Board faithful to their constituents, neither to use their 
official influence to give weight and currency to their private opinions, nor, on the 
other hand, through the unseasonable and unseemly obtrusion of personal feelings 
do treachery to the sacred interests committed in good faith to their charge. 

In conclusion, the Board affectionately and earnestly entreat their brethren and 
fellow-helpers to remember, that the enterprise in which we are engaged, for the 
dissemination of the Gospel in foreign lands, asserts a claim on the sympathies, and 
prayers, and benefactions of us all, which cannot with safety, nor consistently with 
our avowed faith and confessed obligations, be set aside. A light has been put into 
our hands, not to be extinguished nor hid, but through our instrumentality to en- 
lighten the nations that are in darkness. Alas! that, after the lapse of so many 
years, during which a whole generation of the heathen have gone down to the grave 
and onward to the judgment of God, our utmost united efforts, with all our array 
of means and the favoring smiles of heaven, have barely availed to kindle up here 
and there a solitary taper amidst the surrounding gloom. Burmah is not yet evan- 
gelized. ‘The Karens are but in part converted to God. Siam, and Arracan, and 
the millions of China—the tidings of salvation have scarcely reached their ears. 
Among every people and in every region where we have essayed to plant the stand- 
ard of the Cross, our missionary brethren have been able to effect but little more 
than to secure their positions. They are too few to go up and possess the land. 
Their numbers are thinned by disease and death, ‘They call upon the churches 
who sent them forth, for reinforcement and succor. Shall they call in vain? 

The Board look forward to the approaching anniversary of the Convention with 
mingled solicitude and hope ; with hope, for we shall greet on that high day of our 
solemnities endeared brethren and friends, from the north, from the south, and from 
the west, with whom we have often taken sweet counsel, and of whose affections 
and confidence, we trust, no disastrous influences shall have despoiled us, as none 
will have estranged them from ours ;—with solicitude, lest by the unseasonable 
diversion of our thoughts to irrelevant subjects, the unity of the design of our con- 
federation be infringed, and the harmony of our counsels disturbed. We devoutly 
commend the occasion and all that may pertain to it, to the disposal of Him who is 
** wonderful in counsel and excellent in working ;’’? and we entreat our brethren of 
every place and name, contributors to our funds and fellow-helpers in Christ, ‘* to 
strive together with us in their prayers to God,’’ that He may shed down upon all 
who shall be convened as their representatives on that eventful day the ‘spirit of 
love and of a sound mind.’’ 


B. 


Reply to the Circular of the Provisional Foreign Mission Commiltee. 


Baptist Miss. Rooms, 
Boston, Nov. 15, 1842. 

Dear Brotruer :—The occasion of this letter is a communication, from the 
Provisional Foreign Mission Committee of the American Baptist Anti-slavery Con- 
vention, addressed to one or more of the missionaries in our connection. 

Whether a copy of the communication has been sent to you, we are not in- 
formed. We have written to the Corresponding Secretary of the Committee, but 
he has returned no reply to our inquiries.* 

We are aware, however, of no reason for his addressing one rather than another 
of our missionary brethren ; and hence the considerations that would lead us to 
speak of the communication to any, constrain us to address all. Remotely distant 
from us, you are unable to observe for yourselves the course of things here, and 
are liable to be misled, or at least disquieted, by partial or false representations. 
And we deem it our indispensable duty to set you on your guard against misrepre- 


* A copy of the Circular, but not of the names of the missionaries addressed, was re- 
ceived from the Secretary a few days after the reply was generally forwarded to the mis- 
sionaries, 
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: sentation and imposition ; at least in matters which concern the Board ‘with which 
? you are associated, and the stability of your missionary relations. 

The communication referred to, relates to the doings and position of the Board 
in regard to slavery ; and is fitted to impair your confidence in us, and in our 
ability to sustain you, and to induce you to accept your support from the Com- 
mittee. It adverts especially to the alleged doings of the Board at Baltimore, in 
which we are said to have ‘* yielded that neutrality which had been previously de- 
manded’’ of us. It is our painful and humiliating duty to apprize you that the rep- 
resentation is untrue. The neutrality of the Board has not been yielded, either 
at Baltimore or elsewhere. During the whole of our proceedings since the first agi- 
| i J { tation of the subject of slavery, it has been our earnest endeavor, as it was our 

es: avowed policy, to mind exclusively the missionary duties to which we had been 
called. As was stated in our address of November, 1840, we take no note of sub- 

PEt jects not contemplated in our organization. We have labored to avoid even the 
appearance of espousing any interest not explicitly committed to our charge. In 
the ** doings at Baltimore,’’ the Board had no part. They neither acted there for 
themselves, nor had they empowered others to act for them. They have since 
| neither adopted nor sanctioned any act that was done there. The representations 
tay which have been made to the contrary, are not admitted by us as true. As to the 

4 alleged ‘* humiliating attitude of the Board towards the slaveholders, and their hos- 

tility to their brethren who feel compelled to plead the cause of the oppressed and 
to rebuke the oppressor,’’ we repel the imputation as being unwarranted and slan- 

* derous. ‘The Board have always, as they do now, ‘* refused to take sides in the 

iu controversy between the abolitionists and the slaveholders.’’ 

Le aa The representation of the Provisional Committee is equally untrue, if such be 

B.S ‘ their meaning, that individual members of the Board ‘* yielded their personal neu- 

i. trality’’ at Baltimore. The position which they maintained at Baltimore, was the 

2 same which they had held at home. _ And the ** paper’’ subscribed by them there, 

& stated, and only stated, what that position was. As to ‘* dereliction of principle,”’ 

mt or ‘*a pusillanimous distrust of divine Providence,’’ these are * evil surmisings,”’ 
‘ and as unfounded as they are evil. 

You are told by the ** Committee’’ that the ‘ entire North will abandon the 
Bs. Board, if they persist in their subserviency to the South ;’’ and they ask, ‘* Are 
© you willing to receive your support from us, as an Anti-slavery Committee ?’’ Of 
@ the motives which led to this covert application, and of the spirit and manner of it, 
it would be superfluous for us to speak ;—though we cannot forbear to express our 
deep regret and mortification at a method of procedure having so little of the 


* 


—»p j semblance either of honor or courtesy. Suflice it that their prediction remains 
- rf yet to be fulfilled ; or, rather, the assumption on which the prediction is based. 
at t We disclaim all ‘* subserviency,’’ either to the South or to the North. As individ- 


uals even, we are no apologists for slavery. We are not contending for the right 
of others to hold slaves, but for our own right to be free. 
By order and on behalf of the Board, 
Faithfully yours, 
S. Peck, For. Sec. 


C. 


Leiter of the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society. 


-: 6 Fen Court, London, April 17, 1843. 
Bt, £ My Dear Sr1r :—My last letter was one of sympathy and encouragement from 
iE the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society to their brethren of the American 
Baptist Board. I am much gratified by the practical expression of our sympathy 
which the Committee have instructed me to convey in the following resolution, 
passed at onr Committee meeting a short time ago ; indeed, immediately after the 
receipt of your letter. 
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At a meeting of the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society held at Fen 
Court, March, 1843,— 

Resolved, ‘* That this Committee carefully observing the movements of Divine 
Providence as connected with the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, have heard 
with lively satisfaction and thankfulness, of the formation of a Christian church and 
the erection of two chapels for Christian worship in Hong Kong. They affection- 
ately congratulate those honored servants of God, who have been the instruments 
employed in accomplishing this great and blessed work, and the Society under 
whose auspices they labor ; and in token of the cordial sympathy and good will 
they entertain towards them, they beg their brethren of the American Baptist Board 
of Foreign Missions to accept the sum of five hundred pounds (£500) from the 
Jubilee Fund.”’ 

That fund now amounts to £32,524, and though we have openings enough to 
absorb it all, no vote will give more general satisfaction than the one I have now 
the pleasure to forward. 3 

Probably the best way of obtaining the amount will be to draw upon our Trea- 
surer, William B. Gurney, Esq., 6 Fen Court, London, at such days sight as may 
be most convenient. 

With sincere Christian and fraternal regards, 
Believe me to be, 
Yours affectionately in our one Lord, 
JoserpuH Anous, Sec. B. M. S. 
Rev. S. Pecx, Boston. 


D. 


Law of Amnesty, issued by the Danish department of State, Dec., 1842. 


His Majesty, in compliance with the recommendation of this department, re- 
garding the Baptists existing in Denmark, was pleased on the 23d of the present 
month to resolve as follows :— 

The doctrines of the Baptists deviating from those of the Confession of Augs- 
burg, the desire of this sect. to be allowed the free exercise of their religious rites in 
this kingdom, cannot be granted. But, that the members of this society may not 
be deprived of freedom of conscience, by being debarred the exercises of the ex- 
ternal rites of their religion, we determine and command as follows :— 

1. It is permitted to the Baptists to establish a separate church in Fredericia, 
where they may erect for themselves a place of worship and administer the sacra- 
ments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, in accordance with the peculiar tenets of 
their sect ; with this single proviso, viz.: that their baptisms shall always be per- 
formed in an enclosed place. It is further permitted to the church, to choose their 
own teacher, or leader, which, however, when effected, must be immediately made 
known, through the police and the clergyman of the parish in which their meetings 
are held, to the magistrate of the district, and to the bishop ; but, with the excep- 
tion of the case provided for in article 3, it is not permitted to the church to receive 
into its communion any persons not resident in Fredericia. It is the duty of the 
teacher, or leader, within four weeks after his election, to deliver to the police and 
to the clergyman of the parish, an exact list of all the members of the charch ; in 
like manner he must annually, at the beginning of January, present, as already pre- 
scribed, a correct statement of al] the admissions to and dismissions from the church, 
that have taken place in the previous year ; so that it may at all times be known of 
whom and of how many members the church consists, in order that care may be 
taken to prevent their assemblies from being attended by any but those who have 
been received into the communion of the church. 

2. To the Baptists residing in other parts of the country, it is permitted to as- 
semble privately for the purposes of divine worship, and to administer the Lord’s 
Supper according to the rites of their community. But those Baptists who wish to 
take part in such meetings are required, previously to their appearing there for the 
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first time, to make their intentions known to the clergyman of the parish, who must 
also be informed of the time and place where such meetings are held, as prescribed 
in the law of the 13th of January, 1741. A similar report must likewise be made 
by the proper person to the police of the place ; that care may be taken that no 
persons are present but the members of the society (sect), and that nothing takes 
place calculated to trouble or disturb the public peace. 

3. That the children of Baptists may not be deprived of the blessing of immedi- 
ate admission into the Christian church, it is the duty of Baptist parents, whether 
resident in Fredericia or elsewhere, to have their children baptized within the time 
prescribed by the law of 30th of May, 1828 ; but, in the event of the parents being 
unwilling to fulfil this injunction themselves, it may be done for them by a guar- 
dian, appointed for that purpose by the magistrate; and, if desired, either by 
parents or guardians, the ceremony may be performed in private. It is, however, 
incumbent on the parents to send their children to school for instruction ; but when 
they have attained a sufficient age, if it be the wish both of the parents and chil- 
dren, they may be received into the Baptist communion, provided always that the 
Baptist church does not object to receive them; for this purpose, however, the 
children must be sent to Fredericia in case the parents are not already residents in 
that place. When accomplished, the baptism must be inserted in the church book 
of the parish in which it took place, in the same manner that confirmations are now 
recorded. If at the age of sixteen years the children have not been incorporated 
with the Baptist church, as contemplated above, they must be confirmed as evan- 
gelical Lutheran Christians, in compliance with their baptismal vows. 

4. Before a Baptist can be united in marriage to a member of the national 
church, the clergyman shall obtain from him an engagement that all the children 
springing from such union shall be educated in the evangelical Lutheran religion. 
This engagement shall be entered in the church book, and must be signed by both 
the affianced parties and by the verlober (a kind of surety and witness of the 
marriage). 

5. “Provided that those Baptist parents, whose children are still unbaptized, shall 
forthwith comply with the provisions contained in article 3, for the baptism of their 
children, we graciously remit the fines that may have been imposed on them con- 
formably with the ordinance of 30th of May, 1828, and our chancellor is instructed 
accordingly. 

In so far as it is not otherwise ordained by this our most gracious resolution, the 
existing laws respecting Baptists remain in full force, and we earnestly enjoin upon 
the members of this community to abstain from making proselytes, and from bap- 
tizing, except in accordance with the provisions of this act, let the pretext be what 
it may ; for by so doing, they will not only forfeit the privileges now granted them, 
but they will likewise expose themselves to prosecutions and penalties. 


E. 


Extracts from the Fifth Annual Report of the Maulmain Baptist 
Missionary Socrety. 


Peguan Department.—Of the assistants in this department, the Rev. Mr. Has- 
well thus writes :— 


** During the past year, Ko Tau M’Ngay has labored most of the time in Am- 
herst and vicinity, but has made several excursions among the Peguan villages, with 
two other assistants. In Amherst, three natives have been baptized during the 
year, and the cause of Christ is evidently, though slowly, gaining ground. In the 
villages, several have listened with good attention to the gospel, yet none have been 
ready to accept of ** the great salvation.’? I believe Ko Tau M’Ngay to be truly 
pious, and desirous of doing good, and have strong hope that his labors will not be 


in vain in the Lord. I would commend him to the continued patronage of the 
Society.”’ 


| = 
4 
| 
‘ 
| 
q 
i 
4 
q 
‘ 
) 
& 
= 
a 
&§ 
Ad 
. 
le 
i 
5 
| 
« 
4 
| 
¢ ‘ 
4 
i 
® 
q 
| 
. 
| 
» 
| 
* 
: ~ 


1843.] Extracts from Fifth An. Report of Maulmain Bap. Miss. Soc. 173 


Burmese Department.—The Rev. Mr. Howard gives the following report of the 
assistant under his direction :— 


‘¢ Moung Shway Thah, being still employed as a teacher in the Burmese Board- 


ing School, continues to discharge his duties in this capacity in a manner highly 
salisfactory.”’ 


Of the other Burmese assistant, the Rev. Mr. Osgood thus writes :— 


‘«* Ko Woon, who was taken under the patronage of this Society in January last, 
has been employed by the mission during a little more than a year as tract distribu- 
ter, and preacher at the bazar preaching station. ‘The original object, in establish- 
ing this station, was to communicate the gospel and distribute books, to the numer- 
ous traders who frequent this bazar from almost every town and village in Burmah 
Proper and these provinces. In this respect the plan has succeeded beyond the 
most sanguine anticipations of its projectors. Seldom a day passes without afford- 
ing many opportunities for religious conversation with individuals of this class, many 
of whom listen, several days in succession, to the truths which are made known, 
and, on leaving for their homes, are furnished with religious books. ‘Thus they 
carry with them, not only the precious seed sown in their hearts, some at least of 
which, we may hope, will spring up and bring forth fruit to the glory of God, but 
also food for their inquiring minds, which will be accessible as they journey to their 
distant villages, and as they again mingle with their heathen friends and neighbors. 
It has also been found an important preaching station as it regards the wants of the 
inhabitants of this town. Being in a public place, many, who from prejndice or 
fear would never be induced to visit the chapel or the houses of the missionaries, 
are attracted by the discussions which are constantly taking place there, and listen 
for hours to arguments upon Christianity. Books and tracts in Burmese, Peguan, 
Hindustanee, Hindee, Bengallee, Sanscrit, Persian, Armenian, 'Tamul, Telinga, 
Malay, Chinese, and English, are kept on hand for gratuitous distribution, besides 
a small supply on sale, of bibles, testaments, and religious books in English. Ko 
Woon has the principal charge of this station, but is usually accompanied by one or 
more of the other assistant preachers. He is well read in the sacred writings of the 
Burmese, has made good proficiency in the study of the doctrines of the bible, and 
being faithful in the discharge of his duties, I can confidently recommend him to 
the support of this Society, and sincerely desire for him, in the situation he occu- 


pies, the prayers of the Christian friends by whose pecuniary contributions he is 
sustained.’’ 


Pgho Karen Department.—The labors of Ko Awah, for the past year, as here- 
tofore, have been confined almost entirely to the village of Dong Yan. ‘The care 
of the church devolves mainly on him, although Bah Mee, when there, is the prin- 
cipal preacher. Within a few months he has been permitted to see an elder brother 
and his wife make a public profession of Christianity, who, it may be said, were 
brought into the church chiefly through his instrumentality. This individual lives 
at the village of Poungbai, on the Salwen, about twelve miles from Dong Yan, is 
upwards of sixty years of age, and is decided and bold in advocating the truth 
among his neighbors. It is to be hoped, therefore, that with the blessing of God 
upon his labors, and those of the assistants in their occasional visits, these two per- 
sons will prove the beginning of a church, which at no very distant period will be 
gathered in that place. 

Bah Mee, the other assistant in this department, supported by this Society, has 
spent the principal part of his time in Dong Yan and its vicinity. As Awah remains 
almost constantly at home with the church, Bah Mee is at liberty to itinerate. He 
has, accordingly, in company with another assistant, besides preaching in the vil- 
lages around Dong Yan, spent some weeks among the Pgho Karens on the Gying. 
On the Kayin creek, a branch of that river, where, when in this direction, he has 
spent most of his time, there lives a chief, an old man of extensive influence among 
his people, who for six years has been decided in favor of the Christian religion, 
and for more than two years has exhibited satisfactory marks of true conversion. 
It was not, however, till within a few months, that he made a public profession of 
his allegiance to Christ. He was baptized, together with his wife, on the 31st of 
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March of the present year. One of his sons-in-law expresses an intention of soon 
asking for baptism, and others of his children are favorably disposed. Several of 
his acquaintances in that region, who are convinced of the superiority of Christian- 
ity over Boodhism, have been waiting to see what course he would take upon this 
subject. It is to be hoped, therefore, that among these also, there will be some 
coming forward not long hence in imitation of his example, to numbér themselves 
among the disciples of the Savior. The eldest son of this chief hus been for more 
than three years a witness for God in this region. Being in ill health, he went to 
Dong Yan and put him: ‘* under the care of Miss Macomber. There he heard the 
word of God, received it, we trast, into his heart, and was baptized March 4, 1839. 
He returned home to meet with opposition and reproach. But though single and 
alone, he was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ ; on the contrary, he boldly and 
successfully advocated it, and the Lord has been pleased to reward his constancy 
and fidelity, by giving him his own parents to be his coadjutors in holding up the 
light of truth and salvation. Thus may we reasonably hope, that here also as at 
Poungbai, already exists the germ of another church, which is to be gathered from 
among the Pgho Karens. Surely we have encouragement to persevere in our la- 
bors, and in prayers for the success of the gospel. Let us thank God and go 
onward. 


Sgau Karen Department.—Of the assistants in this department, the Rev. Mr. 
Vinton reports :— 


‘‘ Ko Panlah, during the year now closed, has labored, as formerly, with the 
church at Newville. He has also made frequent excursions among the villages 
around that place, and reports a great increase of interest on the subject of religion 
among the people. Formerly, almost all either opposed or were indifferent. Now 
he finds attentive listeners wherever he goes. The opinion, he says, is becoming 
general, that the religion of Christ is destined to prevail over all other religions, and 
that the Karens will ultimately all become Christians. I had, myself, the opportu- 
nity to witness much that went to confirm the truth of this report. We have now 
been in the country nearly eight years, and I have never before seen so much that 
looked like a general turning to the Lord as I witnessed the last dry season in the 
neighborhood of Newville. Not only do the people of the villages listen well, but 
many are beginning to come even three and four miles to worship with the Chris- 
tians on the Sabbath. ‘They now declare themselves convinced, that the only object 
of the missionaries is, to do them good. ‘The causes which have mainly contribu- 
ted to produce this impression, are the untiring efforts of the assistants, the atien- 
tion we have devoted to the sick, and the expense which has been incurred in the 
erection of a large teak zayat, which they seem to regard as designed for their own 
accommodation. Jn building this zayat, the church contributed labor and materials 
to the value of not less than two hundred rupees. 

‘¢ Prah-hai, supported by a gentleman of H. M. 63d Reg’t., spent the last rains in 
teaching and preaching at Paikrookee, a little east of Newville. At the commence- 
ment of the dry season he returned with his family to Chetthing’sville, when, in 
company with another assistant, he commenced a course of itinerant labor, which 
was continued to the end of the season. He is now at his old post, Paikrookee, — 
and reports two applicants for baptism, and a number of hopeful inquirers. His la- 
bors in the vicinity of Newville have, probably, contributed quite as much to 
produce the present interesting state of things in that region as*those of Panlah. It 
was chiefly through his efforts that a new station has been gained at Mawkoo, mid- 
way between Chetthing’sville and Newville, where an assistant is now located. 
He was most untiring in his labors for the conversion of the eighteen recently bap- 
tized at Chetthing’sville ; and I have little doubt that at Jeast some of their num- 
ber will be found as stars in his crown of rejoicing. As an itinerant, I know of no 
one of the assistants who is his equal. He is indefatigable in communicating what- 
ever of scripture truth he has acquired, and often his preaching is attended with 
very great effect. For the discharge of pastoral duties, he requires more advan- 
tages of study, of which he is very desirous of availing himself. 

‘* Tahoo remained laboring at Tahkraikee through the last rains. As soon as the 
season would admit, he commenced travelling, and visited most, if not all the vil- 
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lages between Bootah and Newville, Newville and Tahkraikee, Tahkraikee and 
Chetthing’sville. He also made an excursion into Burmah Proper, which was evi- 
dently attended with beneficial results. ‘Two mountain Karens have been baptized 
the past season, who say they first heard the gospel from Tahoo. His labors at 
Tahkraikee have not been in vain in the Lord. Another family have been added 
to the number of the faithful, and the whole village may be regarded as almost per- 
suaded to be Christians. In addition to the two baptized, two others, had they not 
been absent from home at the time of my visit, would, probably, have received the 
ordinance. Another assistant has been sent to occupy Tahoo’s place at this vil- 
lage, as he has been appointed to fill a more important post at Mawkoo. None 
have, as yet, been baptized at this station, though two are said to be waiting for the 
ordinance, and a number of others appear to be sincere inquirers. Among the latter 
is the head man of the village, who built the zayat, prepared every thing for Ta- 
hoo’s reception, put his children into the school, and encouraged his people to fol- 
low his example. 

‘¢ Tahbawko, the other individual supported by the gentleman already mentioned, 
with the exception of about three months spent in itinerating among the villages, 
has devoted himself to pastoral labors connected with the church at Bootah. 
Fourteen have been baptized, and there are at Jeast as many more who should 
be regarded as promising inquirers. Of those baptized, three were his relatives, 
who have recently come over from the Shan territory, and are now with us learning 
to read. ‘They say there are a number more of his relatives, and others, in the 
neighborhood of Uching, who, through his instrumentality during his last visit 
among them, have abandoned their old superstitions, and say they are only waiting 
for a favorable opportunity publicly to profess their faith in Christ. One of the 
three above alluded to, is a young man of more than ordinary promise, and pro- 
fesses a strong desire to devote the remainder of his life to the work of preaching 
Christ among his countrymen. At the close of the present rains, he proposes, in 
company with Tahbawko, to visit the Karens in the vicinity of Uching, where they 
both think the word is destined soon to have free course and be glorified. ‘The 
Karens living under the Shan government have, hitherto, been deterred from 
openly embracing the Christian religion from fear of persecution. Fourteen from 
Uching have already united with the church, who have left their friends and country 
for the privilege of worshipping God according to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences. ‘There are now, however, said to be a number who do not fear the 
wrath of the king, and who boldly declare themselves to be on the Lord’s side. 

‘* Mawkoo, supported by Captain Hamlin, has been employed as an assistant in 
Rangoon and vicinity for about six years. In 1836 he came to this place, and 
spent a number of months in learning to read. The first reading book put into his 
hands was the gospel of Matthew in manuscript. This he copied and committed to 
memory, and as far as he understood its precepts, reduced them to practice. As 
illustrative of the spirit of the man, the following incident may not be unworthy of 
notice. A few days after reading Mat. v. 39, a man spoke to him so that he did 
not understand, consequently, he did not comply with the request, which, it seems, 
had been made. The man, in anger, struck him upon the side of his head. Maw- 
koo meekly turned to him the other, saying, the scriptures must needs be fulfilled ; 
and then went away and prayed for him. On returning to Rangoon he was em- 
ployed by Mr. Abbott as an assistant, and has suffered great persecution for Christ’s 
sake. He has been apprehended, whipped, and fined ; and when set at liberty, 
would go about his work of preaching Christ as though nothing had happened. A 
Burmese officer, who caused him to be whipped, was immediately after taken ill, 
and died very suddenly. His death was regarded by Mawkoo, and the people gen- 
erally in the neighborhood, as an expression of God’s retributive justice for the 
maltreatment of an innocent and unoffending Christian.’’ 
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